December 3-4, 2025
Embassy Suites, Norman, 0K

December 3, 2025 3:00

8:30

10:00
10:30

12:00

1:30

Welcome 3:15

Governor Kevin Stitt (video)
Thomas Gorman, Chairman, Oklahoma Water Resources Board (OWRB)

Keynote

Teaching 0ld Pipes New Tricks: Putting Al to Work in Water
Branko Kerkez, Arthur F. Thurnau Professor of Civil &
Environmental Engineering, University of Michigan

Insights from Oklahoma Legislators

Senator Chuck Hall

Senator Grant Green

Senator Darcy Jech

Representative Mike Dobrinski 4:30
Representative Dell Kerbs

Representative Carl Newton

Break

Concurrent Sessions

Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan (OCWP) Overview 8:30

Key Technical Findings
John Rehring, Vice President, Carollo Engineers

Stakeholder Engagement
Amber Wooten, Associate Vice President, Carollo Engineers

Statewide & Regional Water Policy & Funding Priorities
Julie Cunningham, Executive Director, OWRB

Lightning Sessions

Mamata Pandey, Graduate Student, Oklahoma State University (0SU)

Joy Brato Shil, Graduate Student, 0SU

Abinava Yeshwanth Kalayambakam Janardhan, Graduate Student, 0SU

Jacob Kettner, Graduate Student, 0SU

Aok Pandit, Graduate Student, 0SU

Digvijay Mohite, Graduate Student, 0SU

Navdeep Saasan, Graduate Student, 0SU 10:15

Aaron Long, Graduate Student, 0SU 10:30

Andrew Fleet, Water Conservation Educator, Oklahoma Cooperative .
Extension Service, 0SU

Megan Ryan, Graduate Student, 0SU

Saikumar Payyavula, Graduate Student, 0SU

Charles Liu, Undergraduate Student, 0SU

Luncheon

Energy & Environment Update
Jeff Starling, Oklahoma Secretary of Energy & Environment
Oklahoma Water Pioneer Awards
Gary Sherrer
Grant Victor

Messages from Oklahoma's Congressional Delegation

Concurrent Sessions
OCWP Water Policy & Management Recommendations

Modernizing Oklahoma's Water Rights Administration
Chris Neel, Division Chief, Water Rights Administration, OWRB

Regional Water Planning: A Decade of Insights 12:00
Jeremy Rice, Hydrologist, Freese & Nichols

Pioneering Regional Planning in South Delaware County
Jered Davidson, Attorney, The Public Finance Law Group

Water Quality Challenges & Innovations

Jason Masoner, Research Hydrologist, US Geological Survey
Jeri Fleming, Environmental Education & Outreach, Grand River Dam Authority
Jeff Sadler, Assistant Professor/Water Resources Extension Specialist, 0SU
Afsaneh Kaghazchi, Graduate Student, 0SU
Brandon Brown, Fisheries Supervisor, Oklahoma Department of

Wildlife Conservation
Jessica Beyer, Research Assistant Professor, University of Oklahoma (OU)

Break

Plenary Session
OCWP Water Data & Information Recommendations

Introductions
Kevin Wagner, Director, Oklahoma Water Resources Center (OWRC)

Oklahoma Hydronet: Statewide Integrated Water Monitoring
Tyson Ochsner, Professor, Plant & Soil Sciences, 0SU

Data that Drives Accurate Weather & Climate Forecasting
Joel Lisonbee, Regional Drought Information Coordinator
Southern Plains Drought Early Warning System

Controlling Invasive Species Spread & Other Targeted Monitoring Programs
Trey Lam, Executive Director, Oklahoma Conservation Commission
Reception
Student Poster Contest

December 4, 2025

Welcome

Student Poster Contest Winners
Kevin Wagner, Director, OWRC

Agriculture Update
Blayne Arthur, Oklahoma Secretary of Agriculture

Water for 2060 Excellence Awards

Mark DeLeon
City of Guymon

OCWP Water Supply & Storage Recommendations
Yohanes Sugeng, Division Chief, Engineering & Planning, OWRB
Keynote
Creating Alternative Water Supplies Through Innovation & Collaboration
Bruno Pigott, Executive Director, WateReuse Association
Break

Concurrent Sessions
OCWP Water Infrastructure & Workforce Recommendations
Water for Texas: Statewide Infrastructure Funding
Bryan McMath, Executive Director, Texas Water Development Board
Providing Technical Assistance for Water System Sustainability
Ahndria Ablett, Director of Water Resources, Choctaw Nation
Improving the Resilience of Oklahoma's Small Water & Wastewater Systems
Brandon Bowman, State Programs Director, Oklahoma Rural Water Association
Oklahoma's Water Workforce Issues & Solutions
Cole Niblett, Oklahoma Water Team Leader, Garver
Water Sustainability
Bryony Puxley, Graduate Student, OU
Zachary Tomlinson, Water Resources Geologist, OWRB
Lara Joy, Water Resources Geologist, OWRB
Yanhua Xie, Assistant Professor, OU
Shadi Fathollahifard, Graduate Student, OU
Tucker McCoy, Water Resources Geologist, OWRB

Adjourn
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November 19-20, 2024

WATER MEANS BUSINESS

Hosted by the
Oklahoma Water Resources Board

& Oklahoma Water Resources Center

November 19, 2024

7:30 am
8:30 am

10:00 am
10:30 am

12:00 pm

1:45 pm

3:15 pm
3:30 pm

4:30 pm

Registration, Exhibits, & Breakfast Bar

Welcome (Oklahoma Ballroom F-J)
Jennifer Castillo, Oklahoma Water Resources Board
Governor Kevin Stitt (video)

Keynote: Value of Water Campaign
Christy Harowski, US Water Alliance

Oklahoma Agriculture Update

Blayne Arthur, Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Forestry

Perspectives from Oklahoma Legislators
Senator David Bullard
Senator Brent Howard
Senator Casey Murdock
Representative Trey Caldwell
Representative Dell Kerbs
Representative Dick Lowe
Representative Carl Newton

Break & Exhibits

Concurrent Sessions

Regional Water Management Solutions (Oklahoma Ballroom E)

Carlos Rubinstein, RSAH20, LLC
Amy Kremen, Colorado State University
Adam Foster, Texas Alliance of Groundwater Districts
Chuck Butchee, Jackson County Water Company
Water Quality Studies (University Ballroom C)
Jason Vogel, University of Oklahoma
Andrew Pawlisz, Trihydro Corporation
Grant Graves, US Geological Survey
Karen McGuire-Diemer, Oklahoma State University
Robert Knox, University of Oklahoma
Nicholas Materer, Oklahoma State University
Lunch (Oklahoma Ballroom F-J)
Ken McQueen, Secretary of Energy & Environment
Oklahoma Water Pioneer Awards
Dean Couch
Arvil Morgan
Richard Sevenoaks
Concurrent Sessions
Innovation Showcase (Oklahoma Ballroom E)
Jay Hoffman, Esri
Brandon Claborn, Meshek & Associates
Tyson Ochsner, Oklahoma State University
Alex Schellhorn & Jordan Furnans, LRE Water
Upper Red River Studies (University Ballroom C)
Anna Hoag, US Bureau of Reclamation
Derrick Wagner, Oklahoma Water Resources Board
Adam Trevisan, US Geological Survey
Muhammad Umar Akbar, Oklahoma State University
Saeedeh Abezadeh, Oklahoma State University
Kasra Khodkar, Oklahoma State University
Break & Exhibits
Concurrent Sessions
Flood Resiliency in Oklahoma (Oklahoma Ballroom E)
Tony Robinson, FEMA Region 6
Annie Vest, Oklahoma Emergency Management
Jonathan Phillips, Oklahoma Water Resources Board
Jeremy Rice, Freese and Nichols
Carrie Evenson, Midwest City Public Works
Water Research Lightning Talks (University Ballroom C)
Reception & Poster Presentations (University Ballroom
A-B)

November 20, 2024

7:30 am Registration, Exhibits, & Breakfast Buffet
8:30am Welcome (Oklahoma Ballroom F-J)
Jennifer Castillo, Oklahoma Water Resources Board
Kevin Wagner, Oklahoma Water Resources Center
Julie Cunningham, Oklahoma Water Resources Board
Water for 2060 Excellence Awards
City of Oklahoma City
Lake of the Arbuckles Watershed Association
LeFlore County Rural Water District 17
Meek Development
Sardis Lake Water Authority
Oklahoma Drought Update
Gary McManus, Oklahoma Climatological Survey
Emergency Drought Funding
Trey Lam, Oklahoma Conservation Commission
10:00 am Break & Exhibits
10:15am Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan Investment
Priorities
(Oklahoma Ballroom E)
Julie Cunningham, Oklahoma Water Resources Board
John Rehring, Carollo Engineers
Mindy Bridges, US Water Alliance
Samantha Villegas, Raftelis
11:30am  Cole Bedford, Colorado Water Conservation Board
1:00 pm Investment Priorities Workshop/Working Lunch
Adjournment

CONFERENCE

&
RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

The Oklahoma Governor’s Water Conference and
Research Symposium is held annually to bring together
experts in Oklahoma water policy and science from
local, state, and federal agencies and organizations, as
well as
non-governmental organizations, industry leaders,
researchers, and students.

The event is hosted by the Oklahoma Water Resources
Board (OWRB) and Oklahoma Water Resources Center
(OWRC).

Visit oklahoma.gov/owrb/news-and-events/
oklahoma-governors-water-conference.html for more
information and links to sponsors, award winners, and

presentations.
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November 29-30, 2023

WATER MEANS BUSINESS
Hosted by the
Oklahoma Water Resources Board
& Oklahoma Water Resources Center

November 29

7:30
8:30

10:00
10:20

12:00

1:45

3:15
3:30

5:00

Registration, Exhibits, & Breakfast Buffet
Welcome (Oklahoma Ballroom E-F)

Jennifer Castillo, Chairman, Oklahoma Water Resources Board

Governor Kevin Stitt (video)

Senator James Lankford (video)
Oklahoma Agriculture Update

Blayne Arthur, Secretary of Agriculture
Perspectives from Oklah Legislators

Senator Darcy Jech

Representative Dell Kerbs

Representative Carl Newton

Representative John Pfeiffer

Representative Kevin Wallace
Keynote: Optimizing the Adoption of Water Reuse &
Stormwater Management

Shannon Spurlock, Pacific Institute
Break & Exhibits
Concurrent Sessions
Understanding & Improving Climate Resiliency
(University Ballroom A)

Renee McPherson, University of Oklahoma

Katherine Welch, Oklahoma State University

Brad Rogers, Oklahoma Conservation Commission

Robert Nairn, University of Oklahoma

Kiranmayi Mangalgiri, Oklahoma State University
Collaborative Water Supply Planning Across Sectors
(University Ballroom B-C)

John Rehring, Carollo Engineers

Dani Quissell, North Dakota Water Users Association

Eric Lee, City of Tulsa

Shellie Chard, Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality

Will Archer, Mountain Park Master Conservancy District
Lunch (Oklahoma Ballroom E-F)
Addressing the World’s Water Crisis
Matt Hangen, Water4
Oklahoma Water Pioneer Awards
Drew Kershen
Mike Paque
Duane Smith
Concurrent Sessions
Student Water Research Lightning Talks
{University Ballroom A)
Flood Mitigation Planning
(University Ballroom B-C)
Senator Markwayne Mullin {video)
Representative Lonnie Sims
Bobby Howard, Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Marty Chester, FEMA Region 6
Paul Streets, City of Midwest City
Break & Exhibits
Plenary Session: Advancing Groundwater Solutions Today
(Oklahoma Ballroom E-F)
Kevin Wagner, Oklahoma Water Resources Center
Congressman Frank Lucas (video)
Jerod McDaniel, Panhandle Ag Producer
Mike Shannon, City of Guymon
Daran Rudnick, Kansas State University
Dean Edson, Nebraska Association of Resources Districts
Reception & Poster Presentations {Oklahoma Ballroom G-J)

November 30

7:30 Registration, Exhibits, & Breakfast Buffet
8:30 Welcome (Oklahoma Ballroom E-F)
Julie Cunningham, Oklahoma Water Resources Board
Congressman Tom Cole (video)
Ken McQueen, Secretary of Energy & Environment
Water for 2060 Excellence Awards
Master Irrigator Program, OSU Extension:

Advanced training program for ag producers on irrigation

scheduling and crop management.

Johnston Seed Company:

Promotion of cover crops as a conservation tool and
contributions to sustainable agriculture.

City of Edmond:

Conversion of system equipment to recycle water and
increase efficiency.

Okmulgee County Rural Water District #1:

Implementing multiple strategies to maximize efficiency and

sustainability.
Perspectives from B
Rodd Moesel, Oklahoma Farm Bureau
Bud Ground, Environmental Federation of Oklahoma
Dalton Miller, The State Chamber
Steve Nikolai, Grand River Dam Authority
10:00 Break & Exhibits
10:30 Concurrent Sessions
Groundwater Assessment & Outreach
(University Ballroom A)
Zachary Tomlinson, Oklahoma Water Resources Board
Colin Baciocco, U.S. Geological Survey
Lara Fly, Oklahoma Water Resources Board
Jon Fields, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Caitlin Barnes, Oklahoma State University
Paul Weckler, Oklahoma State University
Making the Case for Investment in Water Resources
(University Ballroom B-C)
Congresswoman Stephanie Bice (video)
Jeff Walker, Texas Water Development Board
Trey Lam, Oklahoma Conservation Commission
Dani Quissell, North Dakota Water Users Association
Tony Clyde, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
12:00 Adjournment

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US.
HAVE A HAPPY AND SAFE HOLIDAY SEASON!

& Industry Organization Leaders
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December 7-8, 20272

WATER MEANS BUSINESS
Huxsbed Ky the

Oklahoma Water Resources Board
& Cklahorma Water Resources Center
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CONFERENCE

RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

41st Oklahoma Governor’s Water Conference &
Research Symposium

Livestreaming from the Oklahoma State Capitol, Room 100
GWoC.live
December 1-2, 2021
Hosted by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board

and Oklahoma Water Resources Center at
Oklahoma State University

OKLAHOMA WATER
RESOURCES CENTER

OKLAHOMA

Water Resources Board

December 1, 2021

10:00 Welcome
Matt Muller, Chairman, Oklahoma Water Resources
Board
Video Message from Governor Kevin Stitt
Julie Cunningham, Executive Director, Oklahoma Water
Resources Board

The One Water Approach: Thinking Bigger About Water
Scott Berry, Director of Policy & Government Affairs,
U.S. Water Alliance

Water Coalition Building in North Dakota
Mike Dwyer, North Dakota State Senate/Former
Executive Vice President of the North Dakota Water
Users Association

2025 Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan: Water
Means Business
Owen Mills, Director of Planning, Oklahoma Water
Resources Board
John Rehring, Vice President, Carollo Engineers

Flood Preparedness: An Overview of State-Level
Resilience Plans
Sarah Edwards, Senior Associate, The PEW Charitable
Trusts’ Flood-Prepared Communities Team

Federal Emergency Management Agency Mitigation
Brief
Charles Cook, Floodplain Management & Insurance
Branch Chief, Federal Emergency Management Agency
Region 6

12:00 Break for Lunch

12:30 Weather & Climate Extremes: Impacts on Water
Availability in Oklahoma
Jeffrey Basara, Associate Professor, University of
Oklahoma School of Meteorology

1:00 Oklahoma Water Pioneer Awards
Ronnie Graves
Ken Komiske
Linda Lambert

Champions of Oklahoma Water Policy & Legislative
Initiatives
Representative Kevin Wallace
Senator Darcy Jech
Senator Susan Paddack
Representative Carl Newton
Representative Paul Roan
Representative Lonnie Sims

Video Message from Congressman Tom Cole

Keynote: Self-driving Water Systems
Branko Kerkez, Arthur F. Thurnau Associate Professor
of Civil & Environmental Engineering, University of
Michigan

3:30 Adjourn

December 2, 2021

10:00

12:00
12:30

1:00

3:30

Video Message from Senator James Lankford

Welcome & Presentation of Oklahoma Water for 2060
Excellence Awards
Ken Wagner, Oklahoma Secretary of Energy & Environment
Julie Cunningham, Executive Director, Oklahoma Water
Resources Board

Bartlesville Indirect Potable Reuse Project
Mike Bailey, City Manager, & Terry Lauritsen, Engineering &
Water Utilities Director, City of Bartlesville

Innovations in Conservation & Efficiency for Panhandle Ag
Producers
Darren Buck, Buck Farms

Choctaw Nation Sustainable Water Planning
Ethan Schuth, Water Resource Manager, Choctaw Nation of
Oklahoma

Sustainability and Oklahoma’s Small Water & Wastewater
Systems
Brandon Bowman, Programs Manager, Oklahoma Rural
Water Association

Break for Lunch
Video Message from Senator James Inhofe

McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System 50th
Anniversary & Update from the Tulsa District U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers
Col. Scott Preston, Commander & Tulsa District Engineer,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Video Message from Congressman Frank Lucas

Student Water Poster Competition Winners & Master
Irrigator Program Update
Kevin Wagner, Director, Oklahoma Water Resources Center

National Water Reuse Action Plan: Building the Technical,
Financial, & Institutional Capacity for Communities to
Pursue Water Reuse
Sharon Nappier, National Program Leader for Water Reuse,
Office of Water, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

National Trends in Water Reuse: Policy, Technology, &
Innovation
Pat Sinicropi, Executive Director, WateReuse Association

Water Reuse in Norman, Oklahoma
Chris Mattingly, Utilities Director, City of Norman

Effects to Ag Runoff from Effluent Irrigation & Contributions
to Surface Water from Multiple Reuse Waters
Jason Masoner, Research Hydrologist, U.S. Geological
Survey

Sustainable Water as a Wicked Problem in Oklahoma: The
S20OK Project
Hank Jenkins-Smith, George Lynn Cross Research Professor,
Department of Political Science, University of Oklahoma

Adjourn



40" Annual
Oklahoma Governor’s Water
Conference & Research Symposium

Wwater
Means
Business

DECEMBER 4-5, 2019

Reed Conference Center
Midwest City, OK

www.gwc.live

Hosted by the
Oklahoma Water Resources Board

& Oklahoma Water Resources Center

December 4, 2019
7:30 a.m.—Registration (1st Floor)

8:30—Opening Session (2nd Floor, Reed Ballroom)
Robert L. Stallings, Jr., Chairman
Oklahoma Water Resources Board
Kirby Smith, Field Director
Office of Oklahoma Lieutenant Governor Matt Pinnell
Dean Amhaus, President & CEO
The Water Council

9:45—Break & Exhibits

10:00—Concurrent Sessions (1st Floor)

Water Conference: The Business Case for Building Resilient
Public Water Supply

James Gammill, CEO
Oklahoma Rural Water Association

Matt Foreman, Field Operations Manager, &
Cindy Hubbell, District Manager

Creek County Rural Water District #2

Chris Browning, Utilities Director

City of Oklahoma City

Mike Fina, Executive Director

Oklahoma Municipal League

Research Symposium: Poster Session*

11:30—Luncheon (2nd Floor, Reed Ballroom)
The Honorable Kevin Stitt, Governor of Oklahoma
Oklahoma Water Pioneer Awards
Tom Buchanan, Ann Keeley, & Arnold Miller
Legislative Update

1:15—Concurrent Sessions (1st Floor)
Water Conference: Fueling Industry & Energy Production
Brent Kisling, Executive Director
Oklahoma Department of Commerce
Janet Smith, Manager, Economic & Business Development
Public Service Company of Oklahoma
Kerry Harpole, Manager, Regulatory Policy & Sustainable Practices
Marathon Oil Company
Mark Helm, President & CEO
Dolese
Research Symposium: Water Monitoring & Treatment

Katherine Cook, Biology, OU

Sergio Abit, Plant and Soil Sciences, OSU

Bonheur Tumurere, Civil Engineering & Environmental Sciences, OU
William Marsh, Microbiology & Molecular Genetics, OSU

Diako Mahmodi, Chemical Engineering, OSU

2:45—Break & Exhibits
3:00—General Session (2nd Floor, Reed Ballroom):
Innovating Oklahoma Agriculture Production
Dr. Kevin Wagner, Director
Oklahoma Water Resources Center
Blayne Arthur, Oklahoma Secretary of Agriculture, Food & Forestry
Russ Jackson
2018 Leopold Conservation Award Recipient
Dr. Jason Warren, Plant & Soil Sciences
Oklahoma State University
Dr. Meagan Schipanski, Soil & Crop Sciences
Colorado State University

4:30—Reception (2nd Floor)

*For a complete list of presenters, visit www.gwc.live.

December 5, 2019

7:30 a.m.—Registration (1st Floor)
8:30—General Session (2nd Floor, Reed Ballroom):
Water Planning for a Sustainable Future

Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan Update &
Water for 2060 1 Award Pr

Julie Cunningham, Executive Director
Oklahoma Water Resources Board

I h Wag Oklat Secretary of Energy & Environment
Colorado River Basin Drought Contingency Plans

Kevin Moran, Senior Director, Colorado River Program
Environmental Defense Fund

10:00—Break & Exhibits

10:30—Concurrent Sessions (1st Floor)
Water Conference: Partners in a Water Secure Future
Anna Wildeman, Principal Deputy Administrator in Water
US Environmental Protection Agency
Bevin Ann Buchheister, Senior Policy Analyst
National Governors Association
Colonel Scott Preston, Commander & Tulsa District Engineer
US Army Corps of Engineers
Dr. Kevin Kloesel, Director
Oklahoma Climatological Survey
Research Symposium: Climate & Land Surface Processes
Jeffrey Basara, Meteorology, OU
Jordan Christian, Meteorology, OU
Jorge Celis, Geography & Environmental Sustainability, OU
Ryann Wakefield, Meteorology, OU
Briana Wyatt, Plant & Soil Sciences, OSU
Noah Brauer, Meteorology, OU

12:00—Luncheon (2nd Floor, Reed Ballroom)

Dr. Thomas Coon, Dean of Agriculture
Oklahoma State University

Dr. Joan Rose, Homer Nowlin Chair in Water Research
Michigan State University
1:30—Concurrent Sessions (1st Floor)
Water Conference: Disrupting the Economic Impacts of Flooding

Trey Lam, Executive Director
Oklahoma Conservation Commission

Sam Marie Hermitte, Assistant Deputy Executive Administrator
Water Science & Conservation, Texas Water Development Board
Lonnie Sims, Oklahoma State Representative, District 68

Janet Meshek, PE, CFM
Oklahoma Floodplain Managers Association

Research Symposium: Education, Outreach & Protecting Our Lakes

Christopher Eck & Binod Chapagain, Oklahoma Water Resources Center

Tiffany Legg, Oklahoma Water Survey

Robert Knox, Civil Engineering & Environmental Sciences, OU
Jennifer Salvo, Civil Engineering & Environmental Sciences, OU
Ahmed Ismail, Geology, OSU

Maxwell O’Brien, Oklahoma Water Survey

3:00—Adjourn Water Conference/Research Symposium Break

3:15—Research Symposium: Water Availability & Use
Chris Neel, Oklahoma Water Resources Board
Walter Chandler, Oklahoma Water Survey
Aseem Singh, Biosystems & Agricultural Engineering, OSU
Jon Sanford, Oklahoma Water Resources Board
Kayla Lockmiller, US Geological Survey
Eric Fiorentino, Oklahoma Water Resources Board

3:30—OWRB Monthly Meeting (Reed Ballroom D)

5:00—Adjourn Research Symposium

























































































































	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35



