
December 3, 2025
	 8:30	 Welcome

			  Governor Kevin Stitt (video) 
Thomas Gorman, Chairman, Oklahoma Water Resources Board (OWRB)	

		 Keynote
Teaching Old Pipes New Tricks: Putting AI to Work in Water  

Branko Kerkez, Arthur F. Thurnau Professor of Civil &  
Environmental Engineering, University of Michigan

		 Insights from Oklahoma Legislators
			  Senator Chuck Hall 

Senator Grant Green 
Senator Darcy Jech 
Representative Mike Dobrinski 
Representative Dell Kerbs
Representative Carl Newton

	 10:00	 Break

10:30	 Concurrent Sessions
Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan (OCWP) Overview

Key Technical Findings 
John Rehring, Vice President, Carollo Engineers

Stakeholder Engagement 
Amber Wooten, Associate Vice President, Carollo Engineers

Statewide & Regional Water Policy & Funding Priorities 
Julie Cunningham, Executive Director, OWRB

		 Lightning Sessions
Mamata Pandey, Graduate Student, Oklahoma State University (OSU) 
Joy Brato Shil, Graduate Student, OSU 
Abinava Yeshwanth Kalayambakam Janardhan, Graduate Student, OSU 
Jacob Kettner, Graduate Student, OSU 
Alok Pandit, Graduate Student, OSU 
Digvijay Mohite, Graduate Student, OSU 
Navdeep Saasan, Graduate Student, OSU 
Aaron Long, Graduate Student, OSU 
Andrew Fleet, Water Conservation Educator, Oklahoma Cooperative  
				 Extension Service, OSU 
Megan Ryan, Graduate Student, OSU 
Saikumar Payyavula, Graduate Student, OSU 
Charles Liu, Undergraduate Student, OSU

12:00	 Luncheon
			  Energy & Environment Update 

Jeff Starling, Oklahoma Secretary of Energy & Environment
		 Oklahoma Water Pioneer Awards
			  Gary Sherrer 

Grant Victor
		 Messages from Oklahoma’s Congressional Delegation

1:30	 Concurrent Sessions
OCWP Water Policy & Management Recommendations 

			  Modernizing Oklahoma’s Water Rights Administration 
Chris Neel, Division Chief, Water Rights Administration, OWRB

Regional Water Planning: A Decade of Insights 
				 Jeremy Rice, Hydrologist, Freese & Nichols
Pioneering Regional Planning in South Delaware County 

Jered Davidson, Attorney, The Public Finance Law Group
Water Quality Challenges & Innovations 

			  Jason Masoner, Research Hydrologist, US Geological Survey 
Jeri Fleming, Environmental Education & Outreach, Grand River Dam Authority 
Jeff Sadler, Assistant Professor/Water Resources Extension Specialist, OSU 
Afsaneh Kaghazchi, Graduate Student, OSU 
Brandon Brown, Fisheries Supervisor, Oklahoma Department of  
				 Wildlife Conservation 
Jessica Beyer, Research Assistant Professor, University of Oklahoma (OU)

3:00	 Break

3:15	 Plenary Session
OCWP Water Data & Information Recommendations
			 Introductions 

Kevin Wagner, Director, Oklahoma Water Resources Center (OWRC)
Oklahoma Hydronet: Statewide Integrated Water Monitoring 
				 Tyson Ochsner, Professor, Plant & Soil Sciences, OSU
Data that Drives Accurate Weather & Climate Forecasting 

Joel Lisonbee, Regional Drought Information Coordinator 
Southern Plains Drought Early Warning System

Controlling Invasive Species Spread & Other Targeted Monitoring Programs 
Trey Lam, Executive Director, Oklahoma Conservation Commission

4:30	 Reception
Student Poster Contest

December 4, 2025
	 8:30	 Welcome

Student Poster Contest Winners 
Kevin Wagner, Director, OWRC

Agriculture Update 
Blayne Arthur, Oklahoma Secretary of Agriculture

		 Water for 2060 Excellence Awards
Mark DeLeon 
City of Guymon

OCWP Water Supply & Storage Recommendations
			  Yohanes Sugeng, Division Chief, Engineering & Planning, OWRB
		 Keynote

Creating Alternative Water Supplies Through Innovation & Collaboration 
Bruno Pigott, Executive Director, WateReuse Association

	 10:15	 Break

10:30	 Concurrent Sessions
OCWP Water Infrastructure & Workforce Recommendations

			  Water for Texas: Statewide Infrastructure Funding 
Bryan McMath, Executive Director, Texas Water Development Board 

Providing Technical Assistance for Water System Sustainability  
				 Ahndria Ablett, Director of Water Resources, Choctaw Nation
Improving the Resilience of Oklahoma’s Small Water & Wastewater Systems  

Brandon Bowman, State Programs Director, Oklahoma Rural Water Association 
Oklahoma’s Water Workforce Issues & Solutions 

Cole Niblett, Oklahoma Water Team Leader, Garver
		 Water Sustainability
			  Bryony Puxley, Graduate Student, OU 

Zachary Tomlinson, Water Resources Geologist, OWRB 
Lara Joy, Water Resources Geologist, OWRB 
Yanhua Xie, Assistant Professor, OU 
Shadi Fathollahifard, Graduate Student, OU 
Tucker McCoy, Water Resources Geologist, OWRB

	 12:00	 Adjourn 

December 3-4, 2025
Embassy Suites, Norman, OK

WATER MEANS BUSINESS

Hosted by the

Oklahoma Water Resources Board 

& Oklahoma Water Resources Center



7:30 am
8:30 am 

10:00 am
10:30 am

12:00 pm

1:45 pm

3:15 pm
3:30 pm

4:30 pm

Registration, Exhibits, & Breakfast Bar
Welcome (Oklahoma Ballroom F-J) 
  Jennifer Castillo, Oklahoma Water Resources Board 
  Governor Kevin Stitt (video)
Keynote: Value of Water Campaign 
  Christy Harowski, US Water Alliance 
Oklahoma Agriculture Update 
  Blayne Arthur, Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Forestry
Perspectives from Oklahoma Legislators 
  Senator David Bullard 
  Senator Brent Howard 
  Senator Casey Murdock   
  Representative Trey Caldwell  
  Representative Dell Kerbs 
  Representative Dick Lowe 
  Representative Carl Newton
Break & Exhibits
Concurrent Sessions 
Regional Water Management Solutions (Oklahoma Ballroom E) 
  Carlos Rubinstein, RSAH2O, LLC  
  Amy Kremen, Colorado State University 
  Adam Foster, Texas Alliance of Groundwater Districts 
  Chuck Butchee, Jackson County Water Company
Water Quality Studies (University Ballroom C) 
  Jason Vogel, University of Oklahoma 
  Andrew Pawlisz, Trihydro Corporation 
  Grant Graves, US Geological Survey 
  Karen McGuire-Diemer, Oklahoma State University 
  Robert Knox, University of Oklahoma 
  Nicholas Materer, Oklahoma State University
Lunch (Oklahoma Ballroom F-J)

Ken McQueen, Secretary of Energy & Environment
Oklahoma Water Pioneer Awards 
  Dean Couch 
  Arvil Morgan 
  Richard Sevenoaks
Concurrent Sessions
Innovation Showcase (Oklahoma Ballroom E)
  Jay Hoffman, Esri 
  Brandon Claborn, Meshek & Associates 
  Tyson Ochsner, Oklahoma State University 
  Alex Schellhorn & Jordan Furnans, LRE Water
Upper Red River Studies (University Ballroom C) 
  Anna Hoag, US Bureau of Reclamation 
  Derrick Wagner, Oklahoma Water Resources Board 
  Adam Trevisan, US Geological Survey 
  Muhammad Umar Akbar, Oklahoma State University 
  Saeedeh Abezadeh, Oklahoma State University 
  Kasra Khodkar, Oklahoma State University
Break & Exhibits
Concurrent Sessions
Flood Resiliency in Oklahoma (Oklahoma Ballroom E)
  Tony Robinson, FEMA Region 6 
  Annie Vest, Oklahoma Emergency Management 
  Jonathan Phillips, Oklahoma Water Resources Board
  Jeremy Rice, Freese and Nichols
  Carrie Evenson, Midwest City Public Works
Water Research Lightning Talks (University Ballroom C)
Reception & Poster Presentations (University Ballroom 
A-B)

November 19, 2024

7:30 am
8:30 am

10:00 am
10:15 am

11:30 am
1:00 pm

November 20, 2024

Registration, Exhibits, & Breakfast Buffet 
Welcome (Oklahoma Ballroom F-J)

Jennifer Castillo, Oklahoma Water Resources Board 
Kevin Wagner, Oklahoma Water Resources Center  
Julie Cunningham, Oklahoma Water Resources Board

Water for 2060 Excellence Awards
City of Oklahoma City 
Lake of the Arbuckles Watershed Association
LeFlore County Rural Water District 17
Meek Development
Sardis Lake Water Authority 

Oklahoma Drought Update
Gary McManus, Oklahoma Climatological Survey

Emergency Drought Funding
Trey Lam, Oklahoma Conservation Commission

Break & Exhibits
Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan Investment 
Priorities 
(Oklahoma Ballroom E)

Julie Cunningham, Oklahoma Water Resources Board
John Rehring, Carollo Engineers
Mindy Bridges, US Water Alliance 
Samantha Villegas, Raftelis
Cole Bedford, Colorado Water Conservation Board

Investment Priorities Workshop/Working Lunch
Adjournment

The Oklahoma Governor’s Water Conference and 
Research Symposium is held annually to bring together 

experts in Oklahoma water policy and science from 
local, state, and federal agencies and organizations, as 

well as 
non-governmental organizations, industry leaders, 

researchers, and students.

The event is hosted by the Oklahoma Water Resources 
Board (OWRB) and Oklahoma Water Resources Center 

(OWRC).

Visit oklahoma.gov/owrb/news-and-events/
oklahoma-governors-water-conference.html for more 
information and links to sponsors, award winners, and 

presentations.







December 1, 2021
	 10:00 	Welcome 

Matt Muller, Chairman, Oklahoma Water Resources 
Board 
Video Message from Governor Kevin Stitt 
Julie Cunningham, Executive Director, Oklahoma Water 
Resources Board

		  The One Water Approach: Thinking Bigger About Water 
Scott Berry, Director of Policy & Government Affairs, 
U.S. Water Alliance

	 	 Water Coalition Building in North Dakota 
Mike Dwyer, North Dakota State Senate/Former 
Executive Vice President of the North Dakota Water 
Users Association

	 	 2025 Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan: Water 
Means Business 
Owen Mills, Director of Planning, Oklahoma Water 
Resources Board 
John Rehring, Vice President, Carollo Engineers

	 	 Flood Preparedness: An Overview of State-Level 
Resilience Plans 
Sarah Edwards, Senior Associate, The PEW Charitable 
Trusts’ Flood-Prepared Communities Team

	 	 Federal Emergency Management Agency Mitigation 
Brief 
Charles Cook, Floodplain Management & Insurance 
Branch Chief, Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Region 6

	 12:00	 Break for Lunch

	 12:30	 Weather & Climate Extremes: Impacts on Water 
Availability in Oklahoma 
Jeffrey Basara, Associate Professor, University of 
Oklahoma School of Meteorology

	 1:00	 Oklahoma Water Pioneer Awards 
Ronnie Graves 
Ken Komiske 
Linda Lambert

	 	 Champions of Oklahoma Water Policy & Legislative 
Initiatives 
Representative Kevin Wallace 
Senator Darcy Jech  
Senator Susan Paddack 
Representative Carl Newton 
Representative Paul Roan 
Representative Lonnie Sims

	 	 Video Message from Congressman Tom Cole

	 	 Keynote: Self-driving Water Systems 
Branko Kerkez, Arthur F. Thurnau Associate Professor 
of Civil & Environmental Engineering, University of 
Michigan

	 3:30	 Adjourn

O

K
L A H O M

A

41st Oklahoma Governor’s Water Conference & 
Research Symposium

Livestreaming from the Oklahoma State Capitol, Room 100

GWC.live

December 1-2, 2021

Hosted by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board 
and Oklahoma Water Resources Center at 

Oklahoma State University

December 2, 2021
	 10:00 	Video Message from Senator James Lankford

	 	 Welcome & Presentation of Oklahoma Water for 2060 
Excellence Awards 
Ken Wagner, Oklahoma Secretary of Energy & Environment 
Julie Cunningham, Executive Director, Oklahoma Water 
Resources Board

	 	 Bartlesville Indirect Potable Reuse Project 
Mike Bailey, City Manager, & Terry Lauritsen, Engineering & 
Water Utilities Director, City of Bartlesville

	 	 Innovations in Conservation & Efficiency for Panhandle Ag 
Producers 
Darren Buck, Buck Farms

	 	 Choctaw Nation Sustainable Water Planning 
Ethan Schuth, Water Resource Manager, Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma	

	 	 Sustainability and Oklahoma’s Small Water & Wastewater 
Systems 
Brandon Bowman, Programs Manager, Oklahoma Rural 
Water Association 

	 12:00	 Break for Lunch

	 12:30	 Video Message from Senator James Inhofe

	 	 McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System 50th 
Anniversary & Update from the Tulsa District U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers 
Col. Scott Preston, Commander & Tulsa District Engineer, 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

	 1:00	 Video Message from Congressman Frank Lucas	

	 	 Student Water Poster Competition Winners & Master 
Irrigator Program Update 
Kevin Wagner, Director, Oklahoma Water Resources Center

	 	 National Water Reuse Action Plan: Building the Technical, 
Financial, & Institutional Capacity for Communities to 
Pursue Water Reuse 
Sharon Nappier, National Program Leader for Water Reuse, 
Office of Water, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

		  National Trends in Water Reuse: Policy, Technology, & 
Innovation 
Pat Sinicropi, Executive Director, WateReuse Association

	 	 Water Reuse in Norman, Oklahoma 
Chris Mattingly, Utilities Director, City of Norman

	 	 Effects to Ag Runoff from Effluent Irrigation & Contributions 
to Surface Water from Multiple Reuse Waters 
Jason Masoner, Research Hydrologist, U.S. Geological 
Survey

	 	 Sustainable Water as a Wicked Problem in Oklahoma: The 
S3OK Project 
Hank Jenkins-Smith, George Lynn Cross Research Professor, 
Department of Political Science, University of Oklahoma

	 3:30	 Adjourn









Water Pioneers

Keynote Speakers
Robert Glennon is one of the naon’s preeminent experts on 
water policy and law. The recipient of two Naonal Science 
Foundaon grants, Glennon serves as an advisor to 
governments, corporaons, think tanks, law firms, and NGOs 
looking to solve serious challenges around water sustainability 
and planning.

Glennon is the author of Glennon is the author of Unquenchable: America’s Water Crisis 
and What To Do About It, which has become a go-to resource 
for environmental policy stakeholders naonwide. 
Unquenchable received a Rachel Carson Book Award for 
Reporng on the Environment from the Society of 
Environmental Journalists. He is also the author of Water Follies: 
Groundwater Pumping and the Fate of America’s Fresh Waters.

In 2014, Glennon and tIn 2014, Glennon and two co-authors collaborated with the Hamilton Project at the 
Brookings Instuon to explore soluons to broken federal and state laws that are 
contribung to worsening water shortages in California and other Western states. Their 
groundbreaking report, "Shopping for Water: How the Market Can Migate Water Shortages 
in the American West," received widespread naonal aenon and is viewed by many as a 
game-changer for water policy moving forward.

In addion to leading KOCO's weather team, Damon Lane has 
served as a guest meteorologist for ABC’s Good Morning 
America and is a frequently featured speaker at weather 
conferences around the country, where he shares his experience 
forecasng one of the naon’s most acve weather regions.

In 2016, Lane In 2016, Lane was featured in the naonally televised ABC 20/20 
primeme special “In An Instant” about the 2013 tornado 
outbreak that impacted Moore, Oklahoma. He shared his 
personal experiences covering the 2013 tornado outbreak that 
impacted his home town of Moore. The massive tornado stuck 
his own neighborhood as he covered it live on-air. His wife rode 
out the storm in their shelter with the family dogs while many 

nearby homes were damaged or destroyed. Lane has been acve in community recovery 
efforts ever since. His coverage of the Tornado Outbreak was nominated for an Emmy award.

PPreviously, Lane served as Chief Meteorologist at KTXS-TV in Abilene, TX, forecasng severe 
weather on the southern edge of “Tornado Alley.” Lane was born and raised in Northern 
Virginia and was drawn to science and weather from a young age. Lane eared two bachelor 
degrees in college. Aer graduang in less than four years in Communicaons/Mass Media 
from Old Dominion University, Lane earned his Bachelor of Science in Atmospheric 
Sciences/Meteorology from The University of North Carolina, Asheville.

Robert Henry has long been involved with water issues in our 
state. While a member of the Oklahoma state legislature (from 
1976 to 1986), he worked on water law under the mentorship of 
well-known Oklahoma Water Law expert and OU Law Professor 
Joe Rarick.

HenHenry was elected Aorney General of Oklahoma in 1986 and 
served unl 1991. He led efforts to create the Environmental 
Awareness Council, which met regularly to monitor maers of 
environmental concern and to educate both the public and 
lawmakers about the importance of environmental issues in 
Oklahoma.

As Aorney General, Henry officially led the fight to preserve our
sstate’s scenic rivers from degradaon. The City of Fayeeville had created a ten-mile canal 
that would be used to discharge its treated effluent, which would eventually end up in the 
Illinois River in Oklahoma. The bale led to a victory in the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals but 
ended up in a divided decision at the U.S. Supreme Court. While the divided Supreme Court 
ulmately allowed Fayeeville to discharge its wastewater into the Illinois River watershed, 
the decision also established the precedent that upstream states must meet downstream 
states’ water quality standards – a crically important factor in protecng water quality on 
ininterstate streams across the naon.

Frank Keang was sworn in as Governor of Oklahoma in 1995 
and served two terms. In 1997, Keang formed the “Animal 
Waste and Water Quality Protecon Task Force” -- a special task 
force he appointed that ulmately led to legislaon to impose 
regulaons on the state’s growing commercial animal feeding 
operaons in an effort to protect water quality. The resulng 
laws and regulaons were recognized as the most stringent in 
the the country at the me.

In 2000, Keang created the Tar Creek Superfund Task Force in 
order to gather facts and find soluons to the enormous 
environmental threats posed by the naon’s most hazardous 
Superfund Site – the Tar Creek Superfund Site in northern 
Oawa County. The task force’s final report ulmately 

recommended relocaon of the most impacted residents, as well as the use of constructed 
wetlands to expedite water quality improvement in Tar Creek and other tributaries of Grand 
Lake – a remediaon effort that is sll underway today.

In 2001, it In 2001, it was brought to the aenon of Keang and other state leaders that the Illinois 
River’s status as a Scenic River was seriously threatened by excess nutrients. Without 
intervenon, the Illinois River’s exceponal ecological and recreaonal significance was in 
jeopardy. In response, the Oklahoma Water Resources Board (OWRB) adopted in its Water 
Quality Standards a total phosphorus criterion of .037 mg/L for Scenic Rivers, which was 
consequently approved by Gov. Keang despite some controversy. Fieen years later, this 
cu ng-edge standard is being implemented, and water quality improvements have been 
measumeasured in the Illinois River watershed.



Embassy Suites Hotel & Conference Center
Norman, Oklahoma
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