Across Oklahoma, a new school year is beginning.
Some students have already returned to the classroom. Thousands more will walk through school doors in the days ahead. Teachers are preparing classrooms, bus drivers are learning routes, cafeteria workers are getting kitchens ready, and principals and support staff are making sure everything is in place.
There is something special about the beginning of a school year. No matter what last year looked like, we get to begin again.
For students, that means new teachers, new friends, and new opportunities. For educators, it means another chance to make a difference in the life of a young person. And for parents and families, it means entrusting our children each day to the people who serve them.
I don't take any of that lightly.
The beginning of a school year also brings a lot of newness. New routines. New faces. New expectations. That can be exciting, but it can also make people a little nervous. So, in these first few days, let's give one another a little grace. We are all finding our footing.
I've spent most of my life in education, and I remain convinced that extraordinary things happen every day in our schools because dedicated people choose to do important work, day after day.
A teacher stays a few minutes longer to help a student understand.
A bus driver notices when a child seems unusually quiet.
A school office professional helps a nervous parent find an answer.
A custodian makes sure a building is ready before anyone else arrives.
A principal encourages a first-year teacher after a difficult day.
And somewhere, a student who wasn't sure they could do it discovers that they can.
Those moments don't always make the news. Most of them never will, but they matter.
As we begin this school year, I want our educators and school employees to know that I see your work, I appreciate it, and I am grateful for what you do for Oklahoma's children.
To our students: Every day when I take my daughter to school, I leave her with the same words: Work hard and be kind to your friends. That's my wish for every Oklahoma student this year. Ask questions. Try something new. And don't be afraid to fail along the way.
To our parents and families: Thank you for your partnership and for the trust you place in our schools.
A new school year is a fresh start. Let's make it a great one.
Welcome back, Oklahoma.

Sincerely,
Superintendent Lindel Fields
