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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

As part of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation’s (ODOT) efforts to keep the public informed and
involved in the decision-making process, a public Open House was held. The following is a generalized
summary of the public involvement effort, the information provided as part of the outreach, and the
comments and input received. ODOT responses to comments are also presented in this document.

OPEN HOUSE DATE & TIME
September 9, 2025, from 5:00 — 7:00 PM

OPEN HOUSE LOCATION

Champion Convention Center
737 S Meridian Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73108

OPEN HOUSE WEBSITE

www.odot.org/publicmeetings

OPEN HOUSE WEBSITE AVAILABILITY
August 26 — September 16, 2025

PURPOSE OF OPEN HOUSE

To learn about the planned highway work, share your thoughts, and get answers about the 1-40 bridge and
roadway improvements. This will be a come-and-go type meeting with no presentation. Project team
members will be on hand to answer questions.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION / BACKGROUND

ODOT and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) are planning to improve 1-40 in Oklahoma City.
The MacArthur Blvd. and Meridian Ave. bridges will be replaced, and lanes will be added.

The project covers the area of 1-40 from about one-half mile west of MacArthur Blvd. to about one-half
mile east of Meridian Ave. These changes are needed to make the highway safer and help traffic flow more
smoothly. Right now, 1-40 can’t handle the high volume of traffic it gets every day. The current traffic
volume is about 110,000 vehicles per day and is expected to increase.

To correct these issues, ODOT proposes the following improvements:

e Adding one driving lane in each direction of 1-40

e Adding one merging lane between the on- and off-ramps on 1-40

e Rebuilding the 1-40 bridges and ramps at MacArthur Blvd. and at Meridian Ave. to a Single Point

Urban Interchange (SPUI) type design

e Adding turn lanes to the ramps approaching MacArthur Blvd. and Meridian Ave.

e Adding turn lanes along both MacArthur Blvd. and Meridian Ave.
[-40 will stay open during construction, and ODOT will keep access to homes and businesses on MacArthur
Blvd. and Meridian Ave.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

e ODOT mailed invitation letters to various political entities, Native American Tribes, various state
and federal agencies, and other interested parties on August 5, 2025. These letters provided a short
project description and included information about the Open House. Enclosed with the letter was
a copy of the project overview map.

e ODOT mailed invitation letters to property and utility owners on August 12, 2025. These letters
provided a short project description and included information about the Open House. Enclosed
with the letter was a copy of the project overview map.

e ODOT mailed Open House postcards using the US Postal Service’s “every door direct” mailing
service to property and business owners on 11 mailing routes within the project area on August 26,
2025.

e ODOT sent out a press release and general media announcements on August 25, 2025.

WEBSITE FORMAT

The Open House materials were available for public access online at www.odot.org/publicmeetings
between August 26 and September 16, 2025. The Open House home page specified the date, time, and
location the meeting was to be held, as well as the purpose of the proposed construction and the Open
House. It also provided a description of the proposed project. From the home page, on-line visitors could
select from the following downloads for detailed information:

e Postcard — A PDF copy of the Open House postcard mailed via Direct Mail.

e Open House Handout — A PDF copy of the Open House handout.

e Frequently Asked Questions — A list of frequently asked questions regarding the project and their

answers.

e MacArthur Intersection Map — A map detailing the proposed improvements to the [-40/MacArthur
intersection.

e Meridian Intersection Map — A map detailing the proposed improvements to the 1-40/Meridian
intersection.

e Open House Rollout Map — A rollout poster detailing the proposed project for its entire length.
e Overview Diagram - An overview poster of the project area.
Typical Section Map — A map illustrating the existing and proposed roadway typical for I-40.

OPEN HOUSE FORMAT

At the public Open House, attendees were asked to add their name and contact information to a sign-in
sheet. A handout was available to everyone, which described the project and illustrated the proposed project
alignment. Presentation boards were set up, and personnel from ODOT, including the engineering design
team, District 4, and Environmental Programs Division, were available to answer questions and take
comments from the public. Attendees were encouraged to write their specific questions or concerns related
to the project on the available Comment Form.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS & RESPONSES

During the public meeting, several individuals commented on the project. In general, attendees had
questions about the project timeline, business access, and the interchange design. These general oral
comments are presented in the following table.
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ORAL COMMENTS DURING OPEN HOUSE

GENERAL COMMENT CONTEXT INPUT
Project Timeline & Sequencing e  What is the project timeline and how long will it take to build?
Questions e  What part of the project will be built first?

e  Will the ramps be closed?
¢  How will the construction impact access to surrounding businesses?
e  Will any right-of-way be required for the project?

Property Impacts & Access
Concerns

e  What will interchanges look like?

Design Questions e  Why this type of interchange?

In total, ODOT received input from four agencies, no tribes, and no individuals/citizens. The comments
and responses associated with each media are presented in the following table.

INDIVIDUAL COMMENTS

Individual INPUT

No Comments Received e No comments received.

ODOT Responses to Public Comments

The responses received were summarized and generically grouped into categories, each of which are
presented below. Next to each comment is ODOT’s response.

ODOT RESPONSES TO ALL PUBLIC COMMENTS

ISSUE/COMMENT/CONCERN RESPONSE
What is the project timeline and how long will it take to build?

e The project as shown at the meeting is preliminary and a result of the
initial concept phase. The next steps are to get a survey of property
lines and of all the key features in the area. The next phase will include
design, utility relocation, acquisition of property which may be needed
to build the project, as well as environmental studies. This phase will
take place over the next 2 to 3 years. The project is anticipated to be

Project Timeline & Sequencing constructed in 2033 and anticipated to last approximately 2 years.

What part of the project will be built first?

e The stages of construction will be examined in more detail during the
design phase. The goal will allow two lanes of traffic to remain open
along 1-40 in each direction at all times. It is not known at this time if
both interchanges will be built at the same time or one at a time.
Availability of funding will be a key factor in that decision.
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Property Impacts & Access
Concerns

Will the ramps be closed?
e Though details of the construction phasing are not fully developed, the
goal will be to maintain ramp traffic at all times with temporary, short
duration closures as needed.

How will the construction impact access to surrounding businesses?
e Access to properties will be maintained at all times.

Will any right-of-way be required for the project?

e Property acquisition will be minimized to the extent possible. Areas of
potential acquisition identified at this point are mostly located along
MacArthur Blvd. and Meridian Ave. The need for acquisition will be
further detailed and identified during the design phase.

Design Questions

What will interchanges look like?
e A good example of how the interchanges of MacArthur Blvd. and
Meridian Ave. will operate is the interchange at 1-40 and Morgan Rd.
The only difference is that the traffic on the I-40 bridges at the
interchanges will go over MacArthur Blvd. and over Meridian Ave.
instead of the |-40 bridges going under like at Morgan Rd.

Why this type of interchange?

e A Single Point Urban Interchange moves traffic from the ramps to the
crossing streets much more efficiently than the current interchange
types. During congested periods of the day, traffic backs up along 1-40
as users attempt to exit onto the ramps to MacArthur Blvd. and
Meridian Ave. This type of interchange more efficiently moves traffic
through the intersection at the end of the ramps at the cross streets to
decrease the backup onto 1-40.

Public Official, Agency, & Tribal Comments & Responses

Before the start of the Open House, Oklahoma’s senators and representatives, state and federal agencies.
five tribes associated with the project area, local officials, and other interested parties were mailed letters
to notify them of the Open House and invite them to participate. Four agencies responded. Individual
comments are summarized below.
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PUBLIC OFFICIAL, AGENCY & TRIBAL COMMENTS

PUBLIC OFFICIAL INPUT

e Three locations are among the most frequent sources of calls for service
related to individuals congregating beneath the bridge structures. The
current bridge designs unintentionally create sheltered areas — particularly
within the eaves and abutments — that are routinely used for encampments.
This presents ongoing safety, sanitation, and enforcement challenges for
both the community and officers.

e As these bridges are being designed, they recommend incorporating
structural features that discourage prolonged occupancy in these areas.
Specifically:

o Sloped or angular abutments to eliminate flat, sheltered surfaces.

Fencing or grating to restrict access to enclosed or hidden spaces.

Textured or uneven surfaces beneath the spans to deter loitering.

Enhanced lighting and visibility to support safety and enforcement.

Application of CPTED (Crime Prevention Through Environmental

Oklahoma City Police Design) principles to guide design decisions.

Department e These considerations would significantly reduce the need for ongoing

Law Enforcement enforcement while improving public safety and the overall condition of the
area.

e Welcomes the opportunity to collaborate further or provide additional
context from a public safety perspective.

e Appreciates the opportunity to review the project and thanks ODOT for the
continued partnership and for considering these recommendations as part
of the bridge replacement process.

O O O O

ODOT RESPONSE

e  Thank you very much for your input on this important ODOT project along
I-40 at MacArthur Boulevard and Meridian Avenue. We will soon be
entering into the next phase of this project which will include developing
detailed design of the roadway and bridges. We will certainly consider
incorporating the detailed elements you have suggested below as we
begin that process.

Appreciates the opportunity to review this ODOT proposal.

e A review was completed using the U.S. Department of Agriculture Soil
Survey of Oklahoma County and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
National Wetland Inventory (NWI) maps. Hydric soils do not appear to be
a concern within the project boundary.

e Potential wetlands associated with small streams are indicated on NWI
near the listed east and west ends of the project area.

e Riparian wetlands may occur within the project boundary. OCC
recommends contacting the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Regulatory

Oklahoma Conservation Branch for guidance regarding disturbance to the stream or stream
Commission (OCC) corridor.

Monitoring, Assessment & e In general, OCC requests avoidance of wetland habitat as possible and
Wetlands Programs best construction practices to minimize stream and wetland disturbance

and soil laden runoff during and following construction activities.

e Ifbridge or culvert replacement is required, OCC requests adequate cross-
sectional drainage (stream width at top of bank) and consistent streambed
gradient be incorporated at these stream crossings to minimize short and
long-term erosion impacts to adjacent wetlands.

ODOT RESPONSE

e The design should be avoiding that property. Pavement overlay only.
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(OKR10).

No environmental concerns under DEQ jurisdiction are anticipated.
DEQ Recommended ODOT obtain a construction storm water permit

o If water or wastewater utilities will be relocated as part of this project, a
Oklahoma Department of construction permit from DEQ’s Water Quality Division may be required.

Environmental Quality
(DEQ)

ODOT RESPONSE

General Counsel e The DEQ stated that ODOT shoul

d obtain a construction storm water

permit authorization under OKR10. ODOT is aware of the permitting
requirements and the process involved. ODOT requires construction
contractors to obtain an OKR10 permit authorization (when applicable)
prior to starting any construction activities.

Oklahoma Tourism &

Recreation
State Parks Act 45 U.S.C. 200305(f)(3),

e Research of the property by Federal Grants Management staff have
determined that the project will have “No Adverse Impact’” on any
Oklahoma State Park, or Federal 6(f)3, boundaries pursuant to the LWCF

LWCF Outreach &

ODOT RESPONSE

Compliance Coordinator
e Comments noted

Overall Comment Summary

All comments were compiled below. The table is designed to provide an overall summary of the input
received with respect to project approval and the major issues of concern.

SUMMARY OF ALL COMMENTS

ISSUE / COMMENT / CONCERN NUMBER OF COMMENTS/RESPONSES
Total Number of Individual Commenters / Responders 7
Residential Comments 0
Agency/Public Officials Comments and/or Tribal Comments 4
Specifically Approve of Project / Provided Support for Project 0
Specifically Disapprove of Project 0
General Comment Categories (Received only during Open House) -
o Project Timeline & Sequencing Questions 1
o Property Impacts & Access Concerns 1
o Design Questions 1
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