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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) held an in-person open house public meeting for SH-9 in
Mclntosh County. The bridge and approaches project on SH-9 over Flat Rock and Wallace Creeks, is located 6.0
and 6.2 miles east of junction of SH-52 in Mcintosh County. The purpose of the open house public meeting was to
present the proposed design for these two bridge replacement projects. The purpose of the project is to correct a
bridge that is at risk of becoming structurally deficient over Flat Rock Creek and a structurally deficient bridge over
Wallace Creek.

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document was approved on December 16, 2022.

The in-person open house public meeting was held October 12, 2023, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Eufaula
Community Center in Eufaula. The preliminary project design was available for viewing on large aerial exhibit so
participants could view the project. There was no formal presentation Staff were available at the open house public
meeting to answer questions.

Now that the open house public meeting has concluded, the meeting material can be found at:

The open house public meeting had six (6 ) participants that signed into the open house public meeting, no phone
calls were received, one (1) citizen written comments was received, and one (1) public officials’ comment was
received.

# Of Comments General Category

1 Support for the project

Based on the comments received, the project as planned will move forward.
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2.0 INTRODUCTION

This document summarizes an in-person open house public meeting conducted for a bridge and approaches project
on SH-9 over Flat Rock and Wallace Creeks, located 6.0 and 6.2 miles east of junction of SH-52 in Mcintosh
County. The purpose of the open house public meeting was to present the proposed design for these two bridge
replacement projects. The purpose of the project is to correct a bridge that is at risk of becoming structurally
deficient over Flat Rock Creek and a structurally deficient bridge over Wallace Creek

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document was approved on December 16, 2022.

The Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT), in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), is proposing to replace two bridges on SH-9 over Flat Rock Creek and Wallace Creek. The existing SH-
9 roadway has two (2) 12 foot wide paved driving lanes with 5 foot wide paved shoulders. In this area, the SH-9
roadway curves through the two bridge locations.

The proposed roadway improvement through both bridge areas consists of two (2) 12 foot wide paved driving lanes
with 8 foot wide paved shoulders. An offset roadway alignment to the north is planned near Flat Rock Creek which
improves the roadway geometry through the existing curve. A detour to the south, near NS-4060 Road is needed
due to the intersection and Flat Rock Creek bridge location. An offset alignment to the south along with a shoo-fly
to the south near Wallace Creek will avoid impacts to wetlands on the north side of SH-9 near Wallace Creek.

The Flat Rock Creek bridge will be replaced with a 40 foot clear roadway width span bridge on an offset alignment
to the north. The Wallace Creek bridge will be replaced with a 100 foot long reinforced concrete box on an offset
alignment to the south. New right-of-way will be required. The road will remain open during construction.

3.0 OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETING

3.1 MEETING NOTIFICATION

Thirteen (13) property owners and three (3) utility owners were identified adjacent to the study area, which is largely
rural and with scattered residential homes. These owners were notified of the in-person open house public meeting
by postcard mailed October 4, 2023.

Twenty-nine (29) invitation letters to the public meeting were mailed to various agencies and members of the public
on October 4, 2023. The public officials meeting invitation list included ODOT Commissioners, Mclntosh County
Commissioners, State and U.S. elected officials, Eastern Oklahoma Development District, Eufaula Public School,
Eufaula Police and Fire Departments, and Tribal Nations.

A copy of the postcard, public official letter and the mailing lists are included in Appendix A.
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3.2 OUTREACH

Outreach was provided by direct mailing by the post office to one (1) mail delivery route along the project area as
noted in blue in map 1 below. Six-hundred and seven (607) postcards were printed and mailed by Mercury Press
Plus and direct mailed to the Post Office for distribution to routes.

e 74432-H63 607 total

Direct mailing of pamphlets helps to ensure that individuals who are leasing property within the study area will get
the information, as well as the property owners receiving notification through the mail. As the postal route serves a
larger area, more people who use the SH-9 roadway received the information, increasing the opportunity for input.

Maps 1: Direct Mail Route

3.3 MEETING INFORMATION AND FORMAT

The in-person open house public meeting was held October 12, 2023, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Eufaula
Community Center, located at 121 High Street in Eufaula.

Six (6) residents attended the open house. Large signs were displayed during the meeting to direct citizens to the
meeting location. The preliminary project design was available for viewing on a large aerial display so participants
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could view the roadway improvements Hudson Prince, HUB and ODOT staff (six total) were available for
discussions with members of the public. There was no formal presentation.

Copies of the project overview aerial and comment forms can be found in Appendix B.

All comments were requested to be received on or before October 19, 2023. Written comments could be submitted
by mail or email.

4.0 COMMENTS

4.1 COMMENTS RECEIVED AT PUBLIC MEETING

A summary of the comments received from the open house public meeting is provided below.

Summary of Citizen Comments Received

e A property owner, to the north before the first bridge, commented on witnessing several wrecks
and one fatality near the bridges. The district explained the alignment, and the shoofly’s needed
during construction. The construction timing was explained and how ODOT is only allowed to cut
trees down during certain times of the year due to bats. How ODOT handles replacing fences was
discussed. Flooding and debris in the creeks were discussed and it was mentioned that the span
bridge over Flat Rock Creek will help with flooding and debris issue.

e A contractor who sells bridge beams attended the meeting and spoke to the designer.

e A property owner asked about construction details and having 2-lane detours.

e A citizen asked about county roads and funding.

4.2 PHONE CALL COMMENTS

No phone calls were received.

4.3 WRITTEN COMMENTS

One (1) written comment wase received from the open house meeting. This comment is listed in the table below.
An ODOT response has been added at the end of each general category. Copies of the citizen written comments are
included in Appendix C.
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WRITTEN COMMENTS

Support for the Project

Comment - | approve and support ODOT's SH-9 in Mcintosh County Project. The aspect that | love about
ODOT's SH-9 in McIntosh County Project is that the existing bridges on OK-9 over Flat Rock Creek and
la Wallace Creek will be replaced with new bridges that are safer and up to current design standards

ODOT Response: We agree this project will improve safety for all road users.

5.0 PUBLIC OFFICALS COMMENTS

5.1 PUBLIC OFFICALS COMMENTS AND ODOT RESPONSES

One (1) public officials’ response was received and is summarized below along with an ODOT response. The
comment can be found in Attachment D.

1) The Caddo Nation has reviewed the project location and has determined that it does not affect known
cultural, traditional, or sacred sites of interest to the Caddo Nation. As such, the Caddo Nation has no
objection to the project at this time. However, in the event that an inadvertent discovery of potentially
relevant cultural sites, funerary objects, or human remains occurs, we request that the project be
immediately halted, and the proper authorities be contacted. Additionally, The Caddo Nation would need
to be notified of an inadvertent discovery within 24 hours.

ODOT Response:

This comment is noted and ODOT Cultural Resources Program has plans in place if an inadvertent discovery occurs
during construction.

6.0 SIGN IN

Appendix E contains the sign in sheets.
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ODOT OPEN HOUSE MEETING

SH-9 ¢ Mcintosh County, OK ¢ JP 33793(04)

The Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) will host an open house public meeting to present the proposed design
for two bridges on SH-9 over Flat Rock and Wallace Creeks, located 6.0 and 6.2 miles east of junction of SH-52, in McIntosh
County. The open house also provides an opportunity for the public to comment. We look forward to your participation!

4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. October 12, 2023 at the Eufaula Community Center
located at 121 High Street in Eufaula, Oklahoma

Projects Purpose Project Improvements
e An offset roadway alignment to the north is The purpose and need of the project is to: 2 - 12 foot wide paved driving lanes
planned near Flat Rock Creek. e Flat Rock Creek - correct a bridge that is 8 foot wide paved shoulders

o A detour to the south, near NS-4060 Road is at risk of becoming structurally Flat Rock Creek bridge - Span Bridge
needed due to NS 4060 and Flat Rock Creek. deficient. Wallace Creek bridge - Reinforced

e An offset alignment to the south is planned a

e Wallace Creek - correct a bridge that is Concrete Box
shoo-fly to the south near Wallace Creek.

structurally deficient. New right-of-way will be required

If any person wishes to submit a written statement concerning this project, they may submit their comments via US Mail to the Environmental
Programs Division, Oklahoma Department of Transportation, 200 N.E. 21st Street, Oklahoma City, OK 73105 or via email at
environment@odot.org. Allcomments must be received or postmarked by no later than October 19, 2023.



mailto:environment@odot.org.

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Environmental Programs Division

200 N.E. 21st Street

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Meeting Location:
Eufaula Community Center
located at
121 High Street

Eufaula, OK 74432

The Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) ensures that no person or groups of persons shall, on the ground of race, color,
sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, retaliation, or genetic information, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits
of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any and all programs, services, or activities administered by ODOT, its recipients,
sub-recipients, and contractors. To request an accommodation please contact the ADA Coordinator at 405-521-4140 or the Oklahoma
Relay Service at 1-800-722-0353 no later than 72 hours before any scheduled event. If you have any ADA or Title VI questions email
ODOT-ada-titlevi@odot.org.

Para solicitar una adaptacion especial, comuniquese con el coordinador de ADA llamando al 405-521-4140 o al Servicio de Retransmision
de Oklahoma llamando al 1-800-722-0353. Si tiene alguna pregunta relacionada con ADA o con el Titulo VI, enviela por correo electrénico
a ODOT-ada- titlevi@odot.org.


mailto:ODOT-ada-titlevi@odot.org.
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Mclntosh Co JP33793(04)

Gillespie Partners, LTD
U8211 US-59
Nacogdoches, Texas 75964

Dewayne Pendley
120292 Lenna Rd
Eufaula, Oklahoma 74432

Larry & Nedra Hays
405814 Hwy 9
Eufaula, Oklahoma 74432

Billy & Lydia Baldwin
PO Box 410
Wister, Oklahoma 74966

Utilities
3

Canadian Valley Electric Co-op
11277 N Highway 99
Seminole, Oklahoma 74868

Property Owner Mailing Labels: 10

Ramona Mays
519 N 16th St
Muskogee, Oklahoma 74401

Chad & Vanessa Gilley
409314 Hwy 9
Eufaula, Oklahoma 74432

Laura & Robert Gregory
406078 Hwy 9
Eufaula, Oklahoma 74432

Property Owners
10 labels
13 parcels

AT&T
208 S. Akard Street
Dallas, Texas 75202

Parcels: 13

Curtis & Kathryn Garrett
406421 Hwy 9
Eufaula, Oklahoma 74432

Jared W. & Tandi M. Efurd
PO Box 365
Eufaula, Oklahoma 74432

Kenneth & Caroline Driscoll
PO Box 1645
Eufaula, Oklahoma 74432

Vivian RWD #6
300 South Main Street
Eufaula, Oklahoma 74432



Field District One Headquarters
2800 S. 32nd Street
Muskogee, OK 74401
OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

October 4, 2023

Mr. Basharat Siddiqi

Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
5801 N Broadway Extension, Suite 300
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73118

RE: Open House Public Meeting for bridge and approaches project on SH-9 over Flat Rock and Wallace Creeks, located
6.0 and 6.2 miles east of junction of SH-52 in Mclntosh County; State Job Piece Number 33793(04).

Dear Mr. Siddiqi:

The Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT), in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is
proposing to replace two bridges on SH-9 over Flat Rock Creek and Wallace Creek. The existing SH-9 roadway has two (2)
12 foot wide paved driving lanes with 5 foot wide paved shoulders. In this area, the SH-9 roadway curves through the two
bridge locations. The purpose and need of the project is to correct a bridge that is at risk of becoming structurally deficient
over Flat Rock Creek and a structurally deficient bridge over Wallace Creek.

The proposed roadway improvement through both bridge areas consists of two (2) 12 foot wide paved driving lanes with 8 foot
wide paved shoulders. An offset roadway alignment to the north is planned near Flat Rock Creek which improves the roadway
geometry through the existing curve. A detour to the south, near NS-4060 Road is needed due to the intersection and Flat Rock
Creek bridge location. An offset alignment to the south along with a shoo-fly to the south near Wallace Creek will avoid impacts
to wetlands on the north side of SH-9 near Wallace Creek. Please see the attached location map.

The Flat Rock Creek bridge will be replaced with a 40 foot clear roadway width span bridge on an offset alignment to the north.
The Wallace Creek bridge will be replaced with a 100 foot long reinforced concrete box on an offset alignment to the south.
New right-of-way will be required. The road will remain open during construction.

We will be hosting an Open House Public Meeting to present the proposed design for two bridges on SH-9 over Flat Rock and
Wallace Creeks and the approach roadways. The Open House Public Meeting will be held 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. October 12,
2023 at the Eufaula Community Center, located at 121 High Street in Eufaula, Oklahoma.

To allow adequate time for evaluation of your comments, we would appreciate receiving your response by October 19, 2023.
Your written comments may be submitted via US Mail to the Environmental Programs Division, Oklahoma Department of
Transportation, 200 N.E. 21st Street, Oklahoma City, OK 73105 or via email at environment@odot.org.

Should you have any questions regarding the project, please contact our consultant Jennifer Koscelny, Hudson Prince at (918)
691-3679, Jennifer@hudsonprince.com, or ODOT’s Environmental Project Manager Andrew Ward at (405) 746-0672,

wward@odot.org.

Respectfully,

ARGA

Chris Wallace
District One Engineer

Enclosures: Location Map

The Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) ensures that no person or groups of persons shall, on the grounds of race, color, sex,
religion, national origin, age, disability, retaliation or genetic information, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be
otherwise subjected to discrimination under any and all programs, services, or activities administered by ODOT, its recipients, sub-recipients,
and contractors. If any interested individual has a disability that may require accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact ODOT
ADA Coordinator at (405) 521-4140. Upon advance notification of the need for accommodation, reasonable arrangements will be made to
provide accessibility to the meeting.
“The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and
effective transportation network for the people, commerce and communities of Oklahoma.”

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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Mclntosh County Courthouse
110 1st St
Eufaula, Oklahoma 74432

The Honorable Josh Brecheen

District 2

1208 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable James Lankford
316 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Superintendent Monty Guthrie
Eufaula Public School

1684 J.M. Bailey Hwy
Eufaula, Oklahoma 74432

Eufaula Indian Health Center
800 Forest Ave
Eufaula, Oklahoma 74432

Dr. Kary Stackelbeck

Oklahoma State Archeologist

111 East Chesapeake, Building 134
Norman, Oklahoma 73019-5111

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear
627 Grandview
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 74056
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President Terri Parton
P.O. Box 729
Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005
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2300 North Lincoln Boulevard Room

405
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

The Honorable Markwayne Mullin
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The Honorable James Lankford
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Sheriff Kevin Ledbetter
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Mr. Ernie Moore
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1012 North 38th Street, P.O. 1367
Muskogee, Oklahoma 74402
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| COMMENT FORM

Two bridges on SH-9 over Flat Rock and Wallace Creeks, located 6.0

and 6.2 miles east of junction of SH-52; Job Piece Number 33793(04)
Mcintosh County, OK October 12, 2023
Thank youforyourinterestin this project and taking the time to provide us with your written comments. Puttingyour commentsin writingis
one of the most effective ways to have your concerns addressed.

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR COMMENTS
*personal information is optional and will be kept confidential

Name: Business / Organization:
Address: City: State: Zip Code:
Phone Number: Email Address:

"I have the following comment(s) or question(s) about the proposed bridge replacement projects on SH-9 in McIntosh County."

Comments on this project can be submitted in several ways, including but not limited to:

By US Mail or provided Self Addressed On the Web:
Stamped Envelope: www.odot.org/publicmeetings
ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS DIVISION By Email: .

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION environment@odot.org
200 N.E. 215TST.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3204

Please be aware that comments that you submit on this form are subject to public disclosure under the Oklahoma Public Information Act.

Reset Form Print Form Submit by Email

FORM-CF-PCB-PRD



OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

COMMENT FORM

Comments Continued

FORM-CF-PCB-PRD
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From: Jackson Hurst

To: ODOTWeb-environment

Subject: [EXTERNAL] SH-9 in MclIntosh County Public Open House (10/12/23) Public Comment

Date: Friday, October 13, 2023 3:45:27 PM

Name - Jackson Hurst 1a

Address - 4216 Cornell Crossing, Kennesaw, Georgia 30144
Comment - | approve and support ODOT's SH-9 in Mcintosh County Project. The aspect that | love about

ODOT's SH-9 in McIntosh County Project is that the existing bridges on OK-9 over Flat Rock Creek and
Wallace Creek will be replaced with new bridges that are safer and up to current design standards.

sent from ghostlightmater@yahoo.com
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From: Andrew Ward

To: Jennifer Koscelny

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Proposed replacement of two bridges on SH-9 over Flat Rock Creek and Wallace Creek - Job
Piece Number: 33793(04)

Date: Friday, October 6, 2023 3:02:01 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization.
Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.

From: Jonathan Rohrer <noreply@jotform.com>

Sent: Friday, October 6, 2023 2:45 PM

To: Andrew Ward <AWard@odot.org>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Proposed replacement of two bridges on SH-9 over Flat Rock Creek and
Wallace Creek - Job Piece Number: 33793(04)

Andrew

Thank you for your request for consultation, received on 10-06-2023. The Caddo Nation
appreciates your willingness to conduct proper consultation, pursuant to Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act.

Upon review of the project and location | have determined that it does not affect known
cultural, traditional or sacred sites of interest to the Caddo Nation. As such, the Caddo Nation
has no objection to the project at this time. However, in the event that an inadvertent
discovery of potentially relevant cultural sites, funerary objects, or human remains occurs, we
request that the project be immediately halted and the proper authorities be contacted.
Additionally, The Caddo Nation would need to be notified of an inadvertent discovery with 24
hours.

Should you have any question or concerns regarding this response please feel free to contact
our office.

Best regards,

Jonathan

Jonathan M. Rohrer
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Caddo Nation
P.O. Box 487
Binger, OK 73009



mailto:AWard@odot.org
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t: (405)656-0970 Ext. 2070
e: jrohrer@mycaddonation.com

www.mycaddonation.com
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