
WELCOME

Public Meeting

For

I -44 from I-244 to the Arkansas River



What is the Purpose of the Meeting?

To Present the Proposed Design Alternative for Interstate 44 (I-44) from 

Interstate 244 (I-244) to the Arkansas River and Gather Public Input.
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What is the Purpose of the Project?

To Improve the Capacity, Operations and Safety 

within the Project Limits.

This Portion of I-44 is a Significant Freight Corridor and is also the Oldest 

and Only Remaining 4-Lane Section in the City of Tulsa.

Need:
Å Traffic Will Continue to Grow and Congestion will Worsen
Å High Number of Accidents

Some of the Key Proposed Design Features:
Å Improved Connections through the Interchanges
Å Improved Traffic Flow on I-44 and US-75
Å New Roadway and Bridges
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Previous Studies

ÅPrevious Focus was on 

US-75

ÅConceptual Plans (2001) 

- From 91st to 41st, Including 

I-44/US-75 Interchange

ÅEnvironmental 

Assessment (2002) -
From SH-67 to I-44

ÅCurrent Project Focuses 

on I-44



EXISTING CONDITIONS



Á Data Collection AreaÁ Roadway
ī Interstate 44

o 4-Lane Divided (2 each direction), with 

Access Roads at US-75 Interchange

o 6-Lane Divided west of I-244 and east of 

Riverside Drive

o Posted Speed 60mph

Existing Conditions
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Á Roadway
ī U.S. Highway 75

o 4-Lane Divided (2 each direction)

o Newer Interchange and additional 
Pavement Width near 71st Street

o Posted Speed 65mph

Existing Conditions
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Á Roadway
ī 51st Street (North of I-44)

o 2-Lane, Dead Ends at US-75

o Posted Speed 35mph(West US-75)/30mph(East)

ī Skelly Avenue (South of I-44)

o 2-Lane Continuous to River

o Posted Speed 35mph

Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions

Á Existing Deficiencies - Roadway
ī I-44

o Narrow Shoulder Widths

o Vertical Curves

ī US-75

o Vertical Curves
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Existing Conditions

Á Bridges
ī Interstate 44 (I-44): 9 Bridges

o 6 Grade Separations

o 3 Combination Water Crossing & Grade 

Separation

ī U.S. Highway 75 (US-75): 10 Bridges

o 7 Grade Separations

o 3 Combination Water Crossing & Grade 
Separation

ARKANSAS 
RIVER

61st over US 75 
not shown



Existing Conditions

Á Bridges
ī Built between 1952 and 1983

ī Bridge conditions vary from poor to fair

ī Bridges over Mooser Creek were 
rehabilitated in 2010

ī US-75 bridges over I-44 are scheduled 
to be rehabilitated

ī I-44 bridges over 33rd St. and Union 
Ave. over I-44 are scheduled to be 
replaced

ī Inadequate shoulders and/or 
clearances on most



Á What are the Traffic Issues?

ī US-75 Interchange Design

īInterstate Frontage Road with High Access Point Density

īWeave Movements

īShort Merge Distances

Existing Conditions
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Á What are the Traffic Issues?

ī High Traffic Volumes 

īMainline

īUS-75 Ramps

Existing
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Á What are the Traffic Issues?

ī High Traffic Volumes 

īMainline

īUS-75 Ramps

Interstate 

Frontage Road

16,900

vehs/day

NB to EB

9,200

vehs/day

WB to SB

9,200

vehs/day

Interstate Frontage 

Road

16,900

vehs/day

Existing Conditions



Á What are the Traffic Issues?

ī AM Congestion

ī PM Congestion
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Á What are the Traffic Issues?
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Á Crash Data

Existing Conditions



DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS



Á Design Year Traffic Volumes

ī Includes Gilcrease Expressway 
Expansion to US-412

ī Re-routing of trips thru Metro 
Tulsa

ī Adds approximately 10,000 
vehicles per day between I-244 
and US-75

Traffic Considerations



Á Design Year Traffic Volumes

I-44 W

48% 

Increase

I-44 E

33% 

Increase

US 75 S

50% 

Increase

US 75 N

39% 

Increase

Traffic Considerations



Á Design Year Traffic Issues of Current Configuration (No-Build) 

ī Demand Volumes will Exceed Capacity on All Freeway Segments

Traffic Considerations



Environmental Considerations

Á Data Collection Area
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Á Homes and Businesses

Commercial Residential

Environmental Considerations

3
3r

d
A

ve
. 
W

.

U
n

io
n

 A
ve

. 

R
iv

e
rs

id
e

 D
r.
 



Á Waters & Wetlands
ï Mooser Creek has FEMA Flood Zone AE and Floodway

ï Wetlands Associated With Arkansas River, one Other Small Wetland

ï Arkansas River is Known Least Tern habitat

Environmental Considerations
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Á Park and Recreation Facilities
ï River Parks Trails ïRiver Parks Authority - Section 4(f) and 6(f)

ï Bales Baseball Park ïCity of Tulsa - Section 4(f)

ï Turkey Mountain Park (City of Tulsa) ïSection 4(f)

ï Westside YMCA ïPrivate

River 
Parks 
Trails

River 
Parks 
Trails

Bales 
Park

Environmental Considerations
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YMCA

Turkey 
Mountain 
Park (City 
of Tulsa)



Á Hazardous Waste
ï 22 Sites Containing Hazardous Materials and/or Waste

o 1 site required Emergency Response to spill (COT Wastewater Plant)

o 1 Site in Voluntary Clean Up Program (Fowler Chevrolet)

o 2 Sites on Toxic Release Inventory list (nothing in last 20 years)

ï 13 Storage Tank Sites
o 3 Known LUST Sites

ï 13 Oil/Gas Wells

Environmental Considerations
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DEVELOPMENT OF PROPOSED 

ALTERNATIVES AND

DESIGN CRITERIA



Proposed Design

ī Interstate 44 (I-44)

o Typically 6-Lane Divided (3-Lanes each direction)

o Design Speed 65mph

ī U.S. Highway 75 (US-75)

o Typically 6-Lane Divided (3-Lanes each direction)

o Design Speed 65 mph

o Future Upgrade to 8-Lane



Proposed Design

ī Local Roads

o Skelly Avenue

Å 2-Lane Curb/Gutter

Å Design Speed = 40mph

o 51st Street

Å 2-Lane Curb/Gutter

Å Design Speed = 40mph



Alternative Study
Á Initial Concepts Considered

Á Configurations of I-44/US-75 Interchange
1. Allow Weaving w. Loop Ramps

2. Eliminate Weaving

Á Alignment of 51st Street Extension
1. Shift Southward

2. Along Present Alignment

Á Traffic Flow on Local Roads along I-44
1. One-Way: Skelly Drive ïEastbound Only, 51st Street ïWestbound Only

2. Two-Way: Eastbound and Westbound Allowed

Alt. 1 Alt. 2


