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BOARD OF MEDICOLEGAL INVESTIGATIONS


Board of Medicolegal Investigations

Regular  Meeting
Board Meeting Agenda tc \l1 "Special MeetingBoard Meeting Agenda 
Board Meeting Minutes Special MeetingBoard Meeting Agenda 
Thursday, August 9, 2012 at 2:00 p.m.

Location – OSU-CHS 1111 W. 17th St., Tulsa, OK 74107, 

4th Floor Board Room of the Barson Building
In conformity with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act, advance notice of this meeting was transmitted to

the Oklahoma Secretary of State on Friday, December 2, 2011 at 1:43 PM and public notice of this meeting, together with the agenda, was posted in prominent public view on the front door of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, 901 N. Stonewall, Oklahoma City, OK and on the front door of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner Eastern Division, 1115 W. 17th, Tulsa .a t 1:30  p.m. August 7, 2012.
The Board may discuss and take action on any item listed on the Agenda.

Members Present: Mr. Chris Ferguson, Mr. Charles Curtis, Mr. Rocky McElvany,

Mr. Thomas Mortensen and Dr. Doug Stewart.
Members Absent: Dr. Barbara Bane, Dr. Michael Ogle, Dr. Karlis Sloka and Dr. Eric Pfeifer

Others Present:  Amy Elliott (OCME), Kari Learned (OCME), Geoff Long (OAG), 
Mr. Ferguson called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  Roll was called and a quorum was established. 

Mr. McElvany motioned to adopt the minutes from the July 12, 2012 meeting.  Mr. Mortensen seconded the motion.  Roll was called, Mr. Curtis and Dr. Stewart abstained, and all others were in favor 
Mrs. Elliott presented the financials for June.  With cremation, out of state invoices and appropriations, the Agency brought in $737,582.00 with a carry over 225,395.00.  With the involvement of OSF, it is taking us longer to secure the Digital x-ray equipment for Oklahoma City and Tulsa.  The agency is also looking to replace the outdated computers for Oklahoma City and Tulsa.  New printers as well as additional autopsy cameras have been purchased along with an LCMS machine for the lab that will speed up processing time tremendously.  The purchase price for the LCMS was $100K and which help with our case turn around time.  We have ordered two “blue” carts for the morgue.  These carts will allow for x-rays to be taken as well as an autopsy without ever moving the decedent from one cart to another.  This will help reduce our workers comp claims.   If these carts work well, we will purchase additional for OKC and Tulsa.

Governor Fallin recommended the Agency to spend the additional $1M on equipment. Amy will be keeping a log of everything the agency purchases with this funding. 

Ms. Elliott provided a personnel update; Angela Berg has been hired as the Agency Forensic Anthropologist, Dr. Chrystal Cutrer as the fellow in Oklahoma City and Kristine Brinlee was re-hired as the Family Assistance Coordinator.  Two new investigators in OKC, Liz Coldwell was promoted as Investigative Supervisor in Tulsa, Timothy Dwyer has been promoted to Chief Investigator.  Amy hired Lori Shively as her assistant, who was previously working in permits as an investigative assistant.  Cassy Knight was hired to fill the vacancy left by Lori.

There are currently 3 forensic pathologist positions posted with 2 interviews already scheduled and one with Dr. Eric Duval.  Dr. Venuti has committed to the Agency and will start in Oklahoma City approximately November 1st.  There are 2 fellowship positions posted for the 2013-2014 and 2014-2015 years. Amy currently has applicants for each academic year.

Two investigator positions, an office manager, administrative assistant and a full time security are posted for Tulsa.  

Dr. Stewart asked Mrs. Elliott what the market is like for attracting qualified death investigators in the state.  Her response was, "it is currently about the same for Tulsa and Oklahoma City".  The positions have been posted on the ABMDI and NAME websites. Amy has been inundated with responses from across the country.  Many of which already have their ABMDI certification.  She also added, anyone interviewing must pay their own expenses to travel to Oklahoma.   

Mr. Ferguson touched on outstanding cremation and out of state invoices.  He knows there are still funeral homes that have past due balances.  He advised the Funeral Board is taking action against those funeral homes so the Agency should see those receivables coming in soon. 
Mr. Ferguson questioned if the new equipment being purchased would be able to be moved to a new facility.  Mrs. Elliott told him everything possible would be going to a new building.

Discussion of who owns the Tulsa facility arose.  Mr. Long said this is something that needs to be verified.  He feels this should be fairly easy through Department of Central Services.  

Mr. Mortensen asked about new security personnel for the Tulsa office.  He questioned if the salary was $80K per year.  Mrs. Elliott advised this pays $8.80 per hour for a part time person and it is very hard to retain good qualified people at this rate.  This position is crucial to the agency and needed to be full time.

Mr. Ferguson mentioned Dr. Pfeifer was quoted in the Tulsa World as saying, Autumn Roe, who transferred from Oklahoma City to Tulsa is dependable, organized and efficient and is very pleased with her performance catching up on the permits in Tulsa. Ms. Elliott announced we are hiring a clerical person in Tulsa to back up permits, the receptionist, Family Assistance Coordinator and all positions so that cross training is done and no position is left short handed.

Dr. Stewart asked what is being done for dispatching death calls come in after hours to investigators. Ms. Elliott advised they are currently in the process of hiring 2 investigators for the Tulsa area as well as one for far northeast area of the state and one in the McAlester area.  The plan is to have two investigators on overnight, one for local calls and the other for outlying areas.  Dr. Stewart felt this is a good compromise to have all areas in the state covered.

Dr. Stewart inquired about the current caseload for Dr. Lanter.  Ms. Elliott replied that he is taking off 4 days every other weekend and the bodies are being transported to Oklahoma City for examines and autopsies.  Also if Oklahoma City has a slow day, the Tulsa office is contacted to check their caseload, if Dr. Lanter needs help, transport is readily available to bring bodies to Oklahoma City.  

Ms. Elliott also told the Board she is currently in the process writing a Policy and Procedure for a death investigator process, so all investigators follow the same procedures for each investigation.  When it is time for the Agency to order new stationary, the word “division” will be removed from the letterhead, in an effort to show a united front.

Dr. Stewart asked about continuing education funding for investigators and pathologists. Ms. Elliott assured Dr. Stewart we have the funding.  She also advised of the plans for the Agency to partner with OSU – Tulsa campus along with UCO- Edmond becoming part of a masters program for death investigators.

Mr. Mortensen asked about Dr. Pfeifer working on supplemental reports for Dr. Sibley cases which are going to court in the eastern part of the state. He also asked if Dr. Lanter was preparing supplemental reports on Dr. Sibley cases.  Ms. Elliott told him at this time, only Dr. Pfeifer is working on them. Mr. Mortensen also expressed his concern for Dr. Sibley’s upcoming court cases and whether or not the Court will accept the supplemental reports.

Mr. Ferguson addressed S12-14 and advised he had spoken with Senator Anderson’s assistance the previous day regarding the interim study. Mr. Ferguson was told; currently nothing is being done with the study.  There should be some action starting around September or October.

Mr. Ferguson asked about AG Opinion on the Master Lease Program.  Mr. Long advised the Board that it went to conference on the 8th and at this point there is no update. Ms. Elliott reiterated the urgent need for either a new building or updates to the current one. Decedents are being brought to the offices with hazardous chemicals in their systems.  These chemicals are then transported throughout the buildings air vents causing employees to become ill.

Mr. Ferguson would like to create a committee for reviewing Permanent Rules.  He asked Mr. McElvany to chair the committee. When the Board meets again next month Mr. Ferguson would like suggestions from Mr. McElvany on who he would like to sit on committee to review the rules.  Mr. McElvany accepted the appointment.

Mr. Ferguson would like to create a committee for Legislative changes to the Statutes.   Mr. Mortensen was asked and accepted the appointment as chair of this committee.  Mr. Curtis asked if there are statutes we are currently looking at changing. He suggested we try to identify them as quickly as possible since Representative Shannon is to visit our office very soon. Mr. Mortensen would like to identify the responsibilities, power and authority of the Board, also the Chanda Turner Reform Act.   Mr. McElvany brought up the Transport out of State legislation needs to be reviewed as well.

Mr. Long provided an update on the law suit CIV-2010-555, Collie Trant vs. OCME. The motion for summary judgment was filed last week. Hearing date is still unknown.  If any of the Board members would like a copy of the MSJ’s filed on their behalf both as individuals and their official capacity, the AG’s office will email them out.   Mr. Long added, the AG’s office is pleased with the way the motions turned out.  

Ms. Elliott advised she had received a dismissal on the Copeland law suit. Mr. Ferguson also had new business regarding a funeral home that is assisting the transport company in Oklahoma City. It appears work is being sub-contracted out to a funeral home.  It is also alleged that the van has “Oklahoma Medical Examiner” on the side.  This is a black van with white lettering.  Mr. Ferguson and Ms. Elliott will be investigating this.

Dr. Stewart motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. McElvany seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Mr. Ferguson then adjourned the meeting at 2:42 p.m.  







