
























Oklahoma Commission Children and Youth
SB 364 Update 
April 11, 2025



Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth 

o Safeguarding and Advancing the Welfare of Children and Youth in 
Oklahoma

o Accountability and Oversight within the state's child and youth 
service systems.

o Belief that Every Child deserves a Safe, Healthy, and Supportive 
environment.

o Always been about the people—Oklahoma’s kids, families, and the 
communities that surround them



Senate Bill 364
Purpose - Prohibit the use of Corporal Punishment on Students with 
Disabilities under Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
Authors – Senator Dave Rader and House Pro Tempore Moore
 "Corporal punishment" defined in OK the deliberate infliction of physical 
pain by hitting, paddling, spanking, slapping, or any other physical force 
used as a means of discipline. [...]



CP OK Administrative Code CP OK State Statute 
Corporal punishment of students with 
disabilities not authorized. For all students, 
the State Department of Education strongly 
encourages Oklahoma schools to implement 
disciplinary policies and practices that use 
evidence based, developmentally appropriate 
methods informed by an awareness that 
many students have endured Adverse 
Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and related 
trauma. As applied to students with 
disabilities entitled to special education 
services under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the use 
of corporal punishment by employees or 
agents of an Oklahoma public school is 
prohibited beginning in the 2020-2021 SY.

A. School district personnel shall be 
prohibited from using corporal 
punishment on students identified with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities 
according to criteria established by the State 
Department of Education unless addressed 
in an annual individualized education 
program (IEP) developed in accordance 
with the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA).
B. A waiver to the provisions of subsection 
A of this section shall be granted if the 
parent or legal guardian of a student 
provides written consent.



IDEA Recognized Disabilities
- Autism Spectrum Disorder
- Deaf-blindness 
- Deafness 
- Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)
-  Hearing impairment
-  Intellectual disability 
- Multiple disabilities
- Speech/ language impairment
• Emotional disturbance (e.g. schizophrenia) 
• Visual impairment, including blindness 
• Orthopedic impairment (e.g., poliomyelitis, cerebral 

palsy)
• Other health impairment (e.g., epilepsy, heart conditions)
• Specific learning disability (e.g., perceptual disabilities, 

developmental aphasia)
• Developmental Delay



Students with Disabilities (SWD) Under IDEA 
Require -
o Specially Designed Instruction 

  and 
o Special Services (e.g. Physical 

Therapy, Speech Therapy, 
Occupational Therapy, Nursing etc.) 

To Enable the Child to Learn. 

o IEP - School professionals, 
specialists/therapists, and parents 
create an Individual Education 
Program with measurable 
learning goals and progress 
benchmarks.



Corporal Punishment SWD in Public Schools
OK      National
2022, SDE Special Education 
surveyed OK Public Schools use 
of CP on disabled students. 
- 63 school districts self-reported 

administering corporal 
punishment to students with 
disabilities. 

- 455 incidences in the 2021-2022 
school year. 

• Thirty-three states prohibit the 
use of Corporal Punishment on 
students with disabilities.

• Two states of the above 33  - 
Louisiana and Mississippi still 
use Corporal Punishment on 
other students.



Examples - Disability Diagnosis /Type of  CP Used to Discipline 
  SWD in OK Public Schools  

Note - Districts & Incidences not reported on 2022 SDE SPED Survey
Disability Diagnosis     Type of CP/Parent Permission
• Auditory Processing Disorder & Autism   Paddling /parent did not recall 
• Dandy Walker Variance, XQ28 Duplication  Paddling/No Parent Permission (PP) 
• Aspergers and Auditory Processing Disorder  Paddling/ No PP
• Cerebral Palsy .     Paddling/ Yes PP
• Autism (level 2)     Spanking/No PP
• Autism (level 2)     Spanking/ No PP 
• Developmental Delay (suspect Intellectual Disability) Choked/ No PP
• Autism      Slapped/ No PP
• Autism      Hair pulling/shoving – (w/bruising/injuries)
 



Reasons to Not Use CP on SWD

o Disabled students may not be able to control their behavior, manifestation of their 
disability. 

o Can not cognitively understand why they're being punished, and CP could 
increase behavior issues and result in emotional trauma.

o Their disruptive behavior is a reaction to humiliation or bullying related to their 
disability.

o Physically not able to respond appropriately because of their disability (i.e. 
speech or sensory disorder) 

The use of corporal punishment interferes with students’ progress towards 
goals of positive behavior. 



Concerns and Misunderstandings Related to SB 364 
• Parent Rights
• CP is only paddling
• Students can easily qualify – only 17% students qualify under 

IDEA & in OK 20/21 School Year – 20% incidences of CP were on 
SWD. “Process Identifying a SWD under IDEA is very in-depth process” Andrea 
Kunkel ODSS Executive Director. CCOSA General Counsel

• Lack of understanding of IDEA Categories 
• Creates Two Distinct Categories of Students 
• Undermines Teacher / Training Cost Burden 
• Local Control of Schools



SB 364 Coalition – 24 Organizations joined 
together to advocate on behalf of SWD
   Thank You 



Richard Yahola, Juvenile Competency Coordinator
Friday, April 11, 2025

Juvenile
Competency



Administrative Rules and Statute

Related Statute
10A Okla. Stat. §§ 2-2-401.1 through 2-2-401.7

Related Administrative Rule
• OAC 260:135-10-26-1.6



Oklahoma Statute
10A Okla. Stat. §§ 2-2-401.1 through 2-2-401.7

1. Definitions

2. Child’s attorney, district 
attorney, or the court may 
raise an issue about 
competency

3. How a motion is filed and 
ordered by the court

4. Credentialed forensic 
evaluator will conduct the 
evaluation

5. Submitting the report and 
issues addressed in the 
evaluation

6. Court proceeds after the 
report is received

7. Recommendations of the 
evaluation (competent or 
not competent, if not 
competent whether child 
can attain competency)

Juvenile Custody and Court Proceedings



Oklahoma Administrative Rules
OAC 260:135-10-26-1.6

• Credentialing Process

• Forensic evaluator eligibility

• Psychologist/Psychiatrist 

• 2000 hours evaluator 
requirement of clinical 
experience/1000 hours of 
treatment of 
children/adolescents

• Evaluation experience

• Participated in training 
including post-training in 
assessments

• Provisional approval. Interim 
period where evaluator 
administers one evaluation is 
provided

• Juvenile Competency 
Evaluation Professional 
Committee 



Juvenile Competency Evaluation
Professional Committee
• Randy Barnett, Weatherford, 
  Psychologist

• Kathryn LaFortune, Tulsa, 
  Psychologist

• Greg Parks, Oklahoma City, 
  Psychologist

• Tamara Trower, Edmond, 
  Psychologist

• Rebecca Gore, Pryor, Judicial

• Jeff Jones, Pawhuska, 
  Prosecuting Attorney

• Donald Macarthy, Oklahoma 
  City, Defense Attorney

• Christy Washington, Norman, 
  Special Education 
  Representative

• Susan Schmidt, Oklahoma 
   City, Psychologist 

• Minimum eight (8) members

• Director can appoint up to   
  twelve (12) members



Juvenile Competency Referral Statistics
FY YEAR # OF 

COMPETENCY
ORDERS

# OF EVALS % OF EVALS 
COMPETENT

% OF EVALS 
NON-
COMPETENT

NUMBER OF 
CANCELLED 
EVALS

2016 26 26 19% 81% NA

2017 20 20 29% 71% NA

2018 17 17 35% 65% NA

2019 38 38 55% 45% NA

2020 32 32 31% 69% NA

2021 35 35 29% 71% 2

2022 47 44 27% 73% 3

2023 62 54 51% 49% 8

2024 72 68 42% 58% 3

2025 58 38 39% 61% 5



Juvenile Competency Ongoing Challenges
• Thirty-day order of appointment-to-evaluation report turnaround time

• Beginning in 2024, Juvenile Competency has been appropriated $60K per year for 
evaluations (in 2024 evaluations exceeded budget by 6 referrals, 2025 projections are 
for the budget to be exceeded by 30 referrals)

• Lack of a statewide remediation program

• Additional forensic evaluators needed



Provisional Candidates

Oyeymi Adeyiga, PhD
Jennifer Lancaster, PhD
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