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ii. Reliability Compliance Advisory Group Status Change 

iii. Finance Committee scope 

iv. Strategic Planning Committee composition 

b. Markets & Operations Policy Committee 

i. RR649 (SIR713) HITT T1 NRIS+ (CRIS) Implementation 

ii. 2023-2024 Annual VRL Analysis 

iii. 2023-2024 WEIS VRL Analysis  

c. Strategic Planning Committee 

i. Grid of the Future 2024 Report Addendum 

d. Staff 

i. NTC 200419 Western Farmers Electric Cooperative Withdrawal 

ii. Atlantic-Craig-West Gardner Out-Of-Bandwidth 

iii. August 2024 Meeting Minutes 

2. Approved RR632 -Date change for Attachment AA as presented. 

3. Approved the 2025 SPP operating budget, which includes total expenses of $296.3 million and a 

Net Revenue Requirement of $204.0 million, as well as the 2025 capital budget allocation of $22.1 

million. 

4. Approved the ITP 2024 portfolio of projects as developed by SPP staff and approved by the 

MOPC. This motion does not include a determination for need by date staging for the Elm Creek-

Tobias and Buffalo Flats-Delaware 345 kV projects. 

5. Amended motion: Delay the decision on need by date staging for the Elm Creek-Tobias and 

Buffalo Flats-Delaware projects until no later than the December 2024 Board meeting. 

6. Delayed the decision on need by date staging for the Elm Creek-Tobias and Buffalo Flats-

Delaware projects until no later than the December 2024 Board meeting. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  &  MEMBERS COMMITTEE MEETING
October 29, 2024  8:00  a.m.  –  3:00  p.m.  |  Little Rock, Arkansas

MINUTES
Link to Materials

Summary of Action Items

1. Approved  consent  agenda  items:

a.  Corporate Governance  Committee

  i.  Committee nominations:

1. FC: Emily Koeing, LES (TU); Matt Pawlowski, NEET  (TU); Al Tamimi,

Sunflower (TO)

2. SPC: David Mindham, EDP (TU); Dennis Florom,  LES (TU); Matt Caves,

WFEC (TO); Steve Sanders,  WAPA (TO)

3. HRC: Emeka Anyanwu, LES (TU); Matt Dills, ITC  (TU); Scott Briggs, OGE

(TU)

https://www.spp.org/spp-documents-filings/?id=18449
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7. Approved the “2024 ITP Assessment Report” as documentation of completion of the ITP planning 

process specified in SPP OATT Attachment O Section III. 

8. Approved the current estimated In-Service Date as reasonable and acceptable to be used to 

evaluate future In-Service Date deviations 

 

1.  Call to Order and Administrative Items 
SPP Board of Directors Chair Mr. John Cupparo called the meeting to order at 8:00. The following Board of 

Directors (Board) and Members Committee members were in attendance or represented by proxy: 

 

Directors 

Susan Certoma 

John Cupparo 

Irene Dimitry 

Ray Hepper 

Elizabeth Moore 

Stuart Solomon 

Barbara Sugg 

Ben Trowbridge 

Steve Wright 

 

Members Committee 

Chris Matos as proxy for Betsy Beck, Google 

Denise Buffington, Evergy 

Richard Ross as proxy for Stacey Burbure, AEP Public Service Co. of Oklahoma 

Dwayne Fulk, City Utilities of Springfield 

Steve Gaw, Advanced Power Alliance 

Andrew Lachowsky as proxy for Buddy Hasten, Arkansas Electric Cooperative Corporation 

Robert Pick as proxy for Tom Kent, Nebraska Public Power District 

Joe Lang, Omaha Public Power District 

Lloyd Linke, Western Area Power Administration 

Lloyd Linke as proxy for Bleau LaFave, NorthWestern Energy 

David Mindham EDP Renewables 

Jennifer Smith as proxy for Dave Osburn, Oklahoma Municipal Power Authority 

Zac Perkins, Tri-County Electric Cooperative 

Adrian Rodriguez, SPS/Xcel Energy 

Jeremy Severson, Basin Electric Power Cooperative 

Emily Shuart, Oklahoma Gas & Electric Company 

Kevin Smith, Tenaska Power Services 

Al Tamimi, Sunflower Electric Power Corp 

Brett White, Pine Gate Renewables 

Nate Morris as proxy for Tim Wilson, Liberty Utilities (Empire District) 

Christy Walsh, Natural Resources Defense Council 

Mike Wise, Golden Spread Electric Cooperative 

C. Patrick Woods, ITC Great Plains 

 

The Webex and in-person attendance lists are attached. 
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2. Consent Agenda 
Chair John Cupparo asked if there were any items that needed to be removed from the consent agenda. 

There were none.  
 

Susan Certoma made and Irene Dimitry seconded a motion to approve the consent agenda. The 

Members Committee voted in favor with no abstentions. The Board of Directors voted by secret 

ballot and approved the motion. 

 

3. Reports to the Board 

3.1 Regional State Committee (RSC) Report 

RSC President John Tuma provided the Regional State Committee (RSC) report. He reported that the RSC 

elected new officers. In 2025, the President will be Chair Patrick O’Connell (NM), the Vice President will be 

Chair Chuck Hutchison (NE), and the Secretary will be Chair Kim David (OK). The RSC approved HITT C1 to 

decouple Schedule 9 and 11 pricing zones, a seams policy paper, and the kick-off for FERC Order 1920 

compliance. The RSC recommended the board approve RR632-Date change for Attachment AA as 

presented.  

Stuart Solomon made and Ben Trowbridge seconded a motion to approve RR632-Date change for 

Attachment AA as presented. The Members Committee voted in favor with 1 opposed (Basin 

Electric Power Cooperative) and 0 abstentions. The Board voted by secret ballot and approved the 

motion.  

3.2 Finance Committee (FC) Report 

FC Chair Stuart Solomon provided the FC report. He provided a high-level overview of the 2025 annual 

budget. Chief Finance Officer David Kelley (SPP) then presented details of the 2025 budget, including the 

financial planning process, the FC’s approach to the budget, budget priorities for 2025, and key factors in 

the 2025 budget decisions. The FC approved the 2025 budget unanimously and recommended the board 

approve the 2025 SPP operating budget, which includes total expenses of $296.3 million and a Net Revenue 

Requirement of $204.0 million, as well as the 2025 capital budget allocation of $22.1 million. 

A stakeholder noted their appreciation for SPP’s diligence in preparing the budget, adding that forecasted 

year-over-year increases are not sustainable and that SPP needs to keep affordability top of mind and 

work to control costs going forward. 

Barbara Sugg made and Susan Certoma seconded a motion to approve the 2025 SPP operating 

budget, which includes total expenses of $296.3 million and a Net Revenue Requirement of $204.0 

million, as well as the 2025 capital budget allocation of $22.1 million. The Members Committee 

voted in favor with 0 opposed and 0 abstentions. The Board of Directors voted by secret ballot and 

approved the motion. 

3.3 Oversight Committee (OC) Report 

Directors Hepper, Moore and Trowbridge led a discussion on Oversight Committee (OC) activities, 

including updates from the Market Monitoring Unit (MMU) and SPP’s compliance, internal audit, physical 

security, cyber security, and enterprise risk management groups. The MMU and RTO Markets group jointly 

presented to the OC recent collaborative efforts including outage coordination, variable energy resource 

participation in day-ahead markets, and uncertainty product design enhancements. 

3.4 Human Resources Committee (HRC) Report 
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HRC member Susan Certoma provided the HRC report. The HRC approved a revised compliance metric 

for performance compensation. The group received updates on HR metrics, which are trending in the 

right direction. Staff reported that SPP has a healthy talent pipeline to support organizational readiness. 

The 2024 employee survey had a 73% response rate with 91% engagement. 

3.5 Strategic Planning Committee (SPC) Report 

SPC Chair John Cupparo recapped the SPC’s most recent meeting. The group approved the Grid of the 

Future Report addendum, which was on the board’s consent agenda. The SPC reviewed updates on Aspire 

2026 initiatives including inter-market optimization, Department Of Energy funding opportunities, 2026 

ITP futures guidance, Order 1000 process improvements, and HVDC and seams strategy. The group 

discussed the SPC’s role and how the SPC fits with the existing strategic plan and with the new plan that 

will soon be developed. The SPC also heard updates on SPP’s relationship with the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA). A stakeholder noted the importance of SPP keeping the EPA informed about our 

need to maintain conventional generation to preserve reliability.  

3.6 Markets and Operations Policy Committee (MOPC) Report 

MOPC Chair Alan Myers provided the MOPC report. At its October meeting, the MOPC approved 14 

revision requests and had an overall average consensus of 99% on 22 approval items. In addition to the 

approval items, the committee discussed Order 881 and Order 2222, a provisional load policy and a 

preview of the HVDC process.  

 

Casey Cathey, Engineering Vice President, reviewed the 2024 Integrated Transmission Plan (ITP). This plan 

will provide a more reliable and resilient grid that plans for extreme weather conditions and facilitates 

generation interconnection and delivery point load additions. The plan includes 2,333 miles of new 

transmission and 89 new transmission projects. The portfolio will cost $7.68 billion and is expected to 

provide over $8 in benefit for every dollar spent. 

 

Regarding project staging: MOPC recommended staging the winter weather projects as soon as possible, 

similar to how SPP stages persistent operational solutions. SPP staff recommended analysis and staging 

methodology consistent with the existing tariff and ITP Manual. Stakeholders and staff differed only on 

the Tobias–Elm Creek 345 kV new line and Buffalo Flats–Delaware 345 kV line.  

 

MOPC recommended the board: approve the 2024 ITP recommended plan.  

- This includes recommended issuance, modification, and withdrawal of NTCs for projects within the four-

year financial commitment window. 

- Stage projects addressing winter weather needs as those that address persistent operational needs per the 

staging waiver 

- The vote includes the approval of the ITP Manual staging waiver 

 

SPP staff recommended the SPP Board of Directors: approve the 2024 ITP recommended plan 

• This includes recommended issuance, modification, and withdrawal of NTCs for projects 

within the four-year financial commitment window 

• Stage projects addressing winter weather using traditional ITP interpolation 

methodology aligned with tariff and ITP Manual 

 

Directors stated their support for this portfolio of projects and discussed drafting a motion to approve the 

portfolio separately from the staging issue. 
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Barbara Sugg made and Steve Wright seconded a motion to approve the ITP 2024 portfolio of 

projects as developed by SPP staff and approved by the MOPC. This motion does not include a 

determination for need by date staging for the Elm Creek-Tobias and Buffalo Flats-Delaware 345 

kV projects. 

Multiple stakeholders expressed their support of the 2024 ITP and commended SPP staff for developing 

this portfolio with high-voltage projects that will increase reliability and facilitate integration of lower cost 

generation. Others shared differing opinions on project staging and questioned the projects’ benefits to 

particular zones. 

Members noted that costs will be borne by ratepayers while benefits could be speculative, and requested 

staff give periodic reports on variables, including load growth, that would support these projects. Staff 

committed to providing this information quarterly. Several stakeholders noted that projects needed for 

voltage stability are needed now.                  

The Members Committee voted in favor with 2 opposed (AECC, GSEC) and 1 abstention (OMPA). 

The Board voted by secret ballot and passed the motion.  

The group discussed staging of the Elm Creek-Tobias and Buffalo Flats-Delaware 345kV projects, the 

impacts of delaying the projects for further analysis, the stakeholder process,, and the governing 

documents that impact project staging. 

 

Before the following votes, Jeremy Severson gave his proxy to Lloyd Linke and Mike Wise gave his to 

proxy to Andrew Lachowsky. 

 

The board discussed a delay in deciding the staging of the two projects; whether it should be by the Dec. 

2024 board meeting or by the Feb. 2025 board meeting. 

Steve Wright made and Susan Certoma seconded a motion to delay the decision on need by date 

staging for the Elm Creek-Tobias and Buffalo Flats-Delaware projects until no later than the Feb. 

2024 Board meeting. 

Stuart Soloman moved and Ray Hepper seconded an amendment to the motion to delay the 

decision on need by date staging for the Elm Creek-Tobias and Buffalo Flats-Delaware projects 

until no later than the Dec. 2024 Board meeting. The Members Committee voted on the 

amendment to the motion in favor with 6 opposed (ITC Great Plains, APA, NRDC, Evergy, 

Northwestern Energy, SPS/Xcel) and 2 abstentions (Liberty Utilities, OMPA). The Board voted by 

secret ballot and passed the motion.  

Steve Wright made and Susan Certoma moved to delay the decision on need by date staging for 

the Elm Creek-Tobias and Buffalo Flats-Delaware projects until no later than the Dec. 2024 Board 

meeting. The Members Committee voted on the motion in favor with 5 opposed (APA, NRDC, Pine 

Gate Renewables, EDP Renewables, ITC Great Plains) and 1 abstention (OMPA). The Board voted by 

secret ballot and passed the motion.  

MOPC recommended the board approve the “2024 ITP Assessment Report” as documentation of 

completion of the ITP planning process specified in SPP OATT  Attachment O Section III. 

Barbara Sugg made and Ray Hepper seconded a motion to approve the “2024 ITP Assessment 

Report” as documentation of completion of the ITP planning process specified in SPP OATT  

Attachment O Section III. The motion passed unanimously. 
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Casey Cathey briefly discussed in-service date delays for transmission projects to bring transparency 

about projects that are delayed from the in-service date to which the Transmission Owner originally 

committed. Stakeholders had previously expressed concern about these delays and their impacts. MOPC 

recommended the board: approve the current estimated In-Service Date as reasonable and acceptable to be 

used to evaluate future In-Service Date deviations.  

Steve Wright made and Susan Certoma seconded a motion to approve the current estimated In-

Service Date as reasonable and acceptable to be used to evaluate future In-Service Date deviations. 

The Members Committee voted in favor with 4 opposed (APA, NRDC, Pine Gate Renewables, EDP 

Renewables) and 0 abstentions. The Board of Directors voted by secret ballot and approved the 

motion. 

3.7 Staff Report: Long-Term Planning Reserve Margin (PRM) 

COO Lanny Nickell discussed an informal steering committee that has been created to provide Load 

Responsible Entities with more certainty and advance notice of changing PRM requirements. Recent PRM 

increases haven’t allowed members sufficient time to make plans to meet the requirement.  This group will 

execute the board’s directive to establish a process to set longer-range PRMs with defined mechanisms for 

assessing and adjusting the PRM at a reasonable interval. The group plans to bring forward new policies in 

the first quarter of 2025.  

 

Adjournment 
With no further business, Mr. Cupparo adjourned the meeting at 2:00 PM CT. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul Suskie, SPP Corporate Secretary 



Name Company Proxy
Adrian Rodriguez Xcel Energy - Texas & New Mexico
Al Tamimi Sunflower Electric Power Corporation
Betsy Beck Google Chris Matos
Bleau LaFave NorthWestern Energy Lloyd Linke
Brett White Pine Gate Renewables, LLC
Buddy Hasten Arkansas Electric Cooperative Corporation Andrew Lachowsky
Christy Walsh Natural Resources Defense Council-Sustainable FERC
Dave Osburn Oklahoma Municipal Power Authority Jennifer Smith
David Mindham EDP Renewables
Denise Buffington Evergy Companies
Dwayne Fulk City Utilities of Springfield, Missouri
Emily Shuart OG&E
Jeremy Severson Basin Electric Power Cooperative
Joe Lang OPPD
Kevin Smith Tenaska Power Services Co
Lloyd Linke Western Area Power Administration
Mike Wise Golden Spread Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Patrick Woods ITC Great Plains, LLC
Stacey Burbure AEP Richard Ross
Steve Gaw Advanced Power Alliance
Tim Wilson Liberty Utilities Nate Morris
Tom Kent Nebraska Public Power District Robert Pick
Zac Perkins Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc. (TCEC)















Adam Bell abell@spp.org
Adam Schieffer ajschieffer@oppd.com
Adriane Barnes abarnes@spp.org
Alex Crawford acrawford@spp.org
Alex Vournas alexv@mwec.com
Alexandra Lee arlee@burnsmcd.com
Andrea Doucette adoucette@spp.org
Andrea Harrison andrea.harrison@wfec.com
Andrew Baker abaker@itctransco.com
Andrew Brown abrown@spp.org
Andrew Rogers drogers@spp.org
Angela Sartori asartori@spp.org
Angie Anderson aanderson@sunflower.net
Annaliese Behr abehr@spp.org
Annie Minondo aminondo@nrdc.org
April Wingfield awingfield@spp.org
Ashley Sanders asanders@spp.org
Austin Baccus abbaccus@spp.org
Austin Morman amorman@spp.org
Bernie Liu bernard.liu@xcelenergy.com
Blake Fletcher bdfletcher@burnsmcd.com
Brad Cochran cochrabs@oge.com
Brad Lafler brad.lafler@ces-ltd.com
Bradley Payne bpayne@spp.org
Brian Daschbach bdaschbach@lspower.com
Brian Drumm bdrumm@itctransco.com
Brian Rounds brian.rounds@aeslconsulting.com
Brian Pedersen brian.pedersen@nexteraenergy.com
Bridget Sparks bridget.sparks@aes.com
Brooke Keene bkeene@spp.org
Bruce Doll badoll@oppd.com
Caleb Tibbits ctibbits@spp.org
Carl HUSLIG chuslig@gridreliabilityllc.com
Carly Masenthin carly.masenthin@ks.gov
Cassie Butler cbutler@spp.org
Charles Hendrix chendrix@spp.org
Charles Locke clocke@spp.org
Charles Yeung cyeung@spp.org
Chris Cranford ccranford@spp.org
Chris Davis cdavis@spp.org
Christine Aarnes caarnes@sunflower.net
Christopher Lyons clyons@ces-ltd.com
Cindy Ireland cindy.ireland@arkansas.gov
Clint Savoy csavoy@spp.org



Colin Mount smount@aep.com
Colton Stanton cstanton@spp.org
Conor McKenzie cmckenzie@advancedenergyunited.org
Curt Dieren curt.dieren@dgr.com
Dan Walter dwalter@tristategt.org
Dana Shelton dshelton@stonepigman.com
Daniel Lenihan djlenihan@oppd.com
David Busse david.busse@libertyutilities.com
David Mindham david.mindham@edp.com
Dee Edmondson dedmondson@spp.org
Denelle Peacey denelle_peacey@transalta.com
Denise Martin dsmartin@spp.org
Dennis Reed dennis.reed@mwregcon.com
Derek Wingfield dwingfield@spp.org
Diana Gastelum dgastelum@gpisd.net
DJ Smith djsmith@spp.org
Don Frerking dfrerking@spp.org
Doug Kouskouris dpkouskouris@aep.com
Drew Landoll drew.landoll@libertyutilities.com
Erica O'Neal erica.o'neal@occ.ok.gov
Esat Guney eguney@spp.org
Ethan Perley eperley@spp.org
Gayle Freier gfreier@spp.org
George Jamerson george.jamerson@nexteraenergy.com
Gina Gargano-Amari ggargano-amari@spp.org
Greg Rislov greg.rislov@state.sd.us
Heather Starnes heather@healylawoffices.com
J Paredes jparedes@tyrenergy.com
Jack Clark jclark@spearmintenergy.com
Jack Madden jack.madden@gdsassociates.com
Jake Chapman jake@sisung.com
Jake Weinberg jake@gabelassociates.com
James Peters jpeters@spp.org
Jarred Cooley jarred.j.cooley@xcelenergy.com
Jason Chaplin jason.chaplin@occ.ok.gov
Jason Davis jdavis@spp.org
Jason Fortik jfortik@les.com
Jason Mazigian jmazigian@bepc.com
Jeremy Severson jseverson@bepc.com
Jeremy Voll jvoll@bepc.com
Jerin Purtee jpurtee@bpu.com
Jessica Meyer (LES) jmeyer@les.com
Jill Jones jjones@nmppenergy.org
Jillian Janik jjanik@spp.org



Jim Krajecki jkrajecki@ces-ltd.com
Jodi Walters jodi.walters@edp.com
John Dillon john.dillon@nexteraenergy.com
John Knofczynski jknofczynski@eastriver.coop
John Krajewski jk@jkenergyconsulting.com
John O'Dell jodell@spp.org
John Stephens john.stephens@cityutilities.net
John Varnell jvarnell@tnsk.com
JON THURBER jon.thurber@state.sd.us
Jonathan Davidson jon.davidson@cityutilities.net
Jordan Foster jfoster@spp.org
Julie Bissen jabissen@oppd.com
Justin Hinton jhinton@spp.org
Katherine Thompson katherine.thompson@cityutilities.net
Kaye McCarty kmccarty@spp.org
Kayla Hahn kayla.hahn@psc.mo.gov
Kelsey Allen kallen@spp.org
Kenneth Wei kenneth.wei@nexteraenergy.com
Kevin Bryant kevin.bryant@evergy.com
Kirk Hall khall@spp.org
Krishada Watson kwatson@spp.org
Kristie Fiegen kristie.fiegen@gmail.com
Kylah McNabb kmcnabb@vestastrategicsolutions.com
Kyle Vaughan kvaughan@spp.org
Larry Holloway lholloway@kpp.agency
Leesa Oakes loakes@spp.org
Leigh Craig lcraig@spp.org
Liz Gephardt lgephardt@spp.org
Loren Ditsch ljditsch@oppd.com
Louis Baccari louis.baccari@nexteraenergy.com
Madru, Daniel daniel.madru@nexteraenergy.com
Malcolm Ainspan malcolm.ainspan@nrg.com
Margaret Kristian mkristian@nationalgridrenewables.com
Margaret Overton moverton@spp.org
Maria Gingras mgingras@spp.org
Marisa Choate mchoate@spp.org
Matt Jackson mwjackson@spp.org
Matt Pawlowski matt.pawlowski@nexteraenergy.com
matthew stoltz stoltz2124@yahoo.com
Maurice Moss mmoss@cleanpower.org
Maurisa Hughes mghughes@spp.org
Meghan Sever msever@spp.org
Meredith Powell mpowell@spp.org
Micha Bailey mcbailey@spp.org



Michael Bowman mike.bowman@cityutilities.net
Michael Ray mray@spp.org
Michelle Harris mharris@spp.org
Mick Kossan mickk@centralpwr.com
Mo Awad mo.awad@evergy.com
Mona Tierney-Lloyd mona.tierney-lloyd@enel.com
Natalie McIntire nmcintire@nrdc.org
Neeya Toleman neeya@viridon.com
Nick Parker nparker@spp.org
Nicole Wagner jwagner@spp.org
Nikki Roberts nroberts@spp.org
Olivia Hough olivia.hough@cityutilities.net
Patrick Brown patrick@vedeni.energy
Paul Callahan pcallahan@burnsmcd.com
Ray Bergmeier rbergmeier@sunflower.net
Rebecca Johnson rjohnson@wapa.gov
Regan Fink rfink@pgrenewables.com
Rich Germinder rich.germinder@psc.mo.gov
Richard owen owenrg@oge.com
Rob Janssen rob.janssen@kelsonenergy.com
Robert Wittmeyer bob@longhornpwr.com
Robert Pick rjpick@nppd.com
Rodney Massman rodney.massman@psc.mo.gov
Russell Carey rcarey@spp.org
Russell Quattlebaum rquattlebaum@spp.org
Ryan Benton bentonre@oge.com
Ryan Johnson ryanj@acespower.com
Seth Blomeley sblomeley@spp.org
Shawn Geil sgeil@kepco.org
Shilpiq Sunil Kumar shilpi.sunil@aes.com
Spencer Magby smagby@spp.org
Spencer Coffman scoffman@spp.org
SPP Communications communication@spp.org
Steve Gaw rsgaw1@gmail.com
Steve Hohman shohman@oppd.com
Steve Sanders sanders@wapa.gov
Sunny Raheem sraheem@spp.org
Susanna Padilla spadilla@spp.org
Sydney Brooks sbrooks@spp.org
Tammy Bright tbright@spp.org
Temujin Roach temujin.roach@edf-re.com
Terra Higgins terra.higgins@libertyutilities.com
Terri Pemberton pemberton@kmea.com
Tim Brown tim.brown@grda.com



Tom Bozeman tomboze@outlook.com
Tom Kleckner tom.kleckner@rtoinsider.com
Tom Michelotti thomas.michelotti@northwestern.com
Tony Green tgreen@spp.org
Victoria Doyle vdoyle@spp.org
Will Houser will.houser@clr.com
William Vestal wvestal@spp.org
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