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Oklahoma, Inc. and CenturyTel of Northwest Arkansas, LLC d/b/a
CenturyLink

Ron Comingdeer, Attorney representing Atlas Telephone Company, et al1
William J. Bullard and Kimberly K. Argenbright, Attorneys, representing
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Telephone Company, Inc.; and Grand Telephone Company, Inc.  
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Marc Edwards and C. Eric Davis, Attorneys representing Cox Oklahoma
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1 @Link Services, LLC, Atlas Telephone Company, Beggs Telephone Company, Bixby Telephone Company, Inc., BTC
Broadband, Inc., Canadian Valley Telephone Company, Lakeland Cellular, Carnegie Telephone Company, Central Oklahoma
Telephone Company, Central Cellular, LLC d/b/a COTC Connections, Cherokee Telephone Company, Chickasaw Telephone
Company, Cim-Tel Cable, LLC, Craw- Kan Telephone Cooperative, Inc., Cross Cable Television, LLC, Cross Telephone
Company, Cross Wireless, LLC d/b/a Sprocket Wireless, LLC d/b/a Mobilz, Cross- Valiant Cellular Partnership, Dobson Telephone
Company, Hinton Telephone Company, KanOkla Telephone Association, Lavaca Telephone Company, Inc. d/b/a Pinnacle
Communications, McLoud Telephone Company, Medicine Park Telephone Company, OklaTel Communications, Oklahoma
Western Telephone Company d/b/a OWTC Cellular d/b/a Phoenix, Ozark Telephone Company, Panhandle Telephone Cooperative, 
Panhandle Telecommunications Systems, Inc., Pioneer Telephone Cooperative, Inc., Cellular Network Partnership d/b/a
Pioneer/Enid Cellular, Santa Rosa Telephone Cooperative, Seneca Telephone Company, KanOkla Shidler Telephone Company, 
South Central Telephone Association, Southern Plains Cable, LLC, Southwest Oklahoma Telephone Company, Terral Telephone
Company, Valliant Telephone Company, Wyandotte Telephone Company, and Wichita Online, Inc.  
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INTERIM ORDER

This Case comes before the Corporation Commission (“ Commission”) of the State of
Oklahoma on the Application of the Brandy L. Wreath2, Administrator of the Oklahoma Universal
Service Fund, Seeking to Adjust the Connections- Based Assessment Factor for the Oklahoma
Universal Service Fund (“ OUSF”); and the subsequent Joint Stipulation and Settlement Agreement

Joint Stipulation”) filed on October 3, 2022. Pages numbered 1 through 6 ( ECF filed pages 1
through 8) of the Joint Stipulation are hereby incorporated by reference and appended hereto as
Attachment “ A.” 3

I. PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The procedural history through July 15, 2022, is set forth in the Report and
Recommendation of the ALJ filed on August 19, 2022 (“ALJ Report”), and is incorporated herein
by reference. 

In addition: 

On September 2, 2022, the Attorney General of the State of Oklahoma (“ Attorney
General”), CTIA – The Wireless Association (“ CTIA”), and Atlas Telephone Company, et al. 

Atlas”), filed exceptions to the ALJ Report and motions for oral argument before the
Commission en banc. The filed notice of hearing set the motions for October 4, 2022. 

On September 12, 2022, the Administrator of the OUSF filed a Motion to Allow Late Filing
and Waiver of Commission Rule. The filed notice of hearing set the Motion for October 4, 2022. 
At that time the Commission remanded said Motion to the ALJ for disposition. Additional notice of
hearing filed herein set the Motion for hearing before the ALJ on October 13, 2022. 

On September 14, 2022, the Administrator of the OUSF, CTPG 4, CTIA, and Atlas each
filed responses to the various exceptions. 

On October 3, 2022, the Joint Stipulation signed by the Administrator of the OUSF, CTPG, 
Atlas, and CTIA (“ Stipulating Parties”) was filed. Cox Oklahoma Telcom, LLC and the Attorney
General did not sign the Joint Stipulation, but neither party opposes its adoption. 

Also, on October 3, 2022, the Combined Notice of Intention to Withdraw Exceptions
Contingent Upon Approval of Unopposed Stipulation and Recommendation for Continuance was
filed by the Attorney General. 

On October 4, 2022, the exceptions and the Motion to Allow Late Filing and Waiver of
Commission Rule came on for hearing before the Commission en banc. The Commission

2 On June 2, 2022, Mark Argenbright was named the Director of the Public Utility Division and Administrator of the
Oklahoma Universal Service Fund. 
3 The instant order replaces the proposed order that was attached to the filed Joint Stipulation. 
4 “ CTPG” is: Consolidated Communications; Totah Communications, Inc.; Pine Telephone Company, Inc.; and Grand
Telephone Company, Inc. 
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remanded the Case to the ALJ to consider the Joint Stipulation and to address the pending motion. 

On October 6, 2022, the Administrator filed a Motion to Approve Joint Stipulation and
Settlement Agreement and Notice of Hearing which set the motion before the ALJ on October 13, 
2022. 

On October 13, 2022, the ALJ heard the Motion to Approve Joint Stipulation and
Settlement Agreement and the Motion to Allow Late Filing and Waiver of Commission rule and
recommended both be granted. 

II. SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE

A summary of the evidentiary record is set forth in the ALJ Report, and is incorporated
herein by reference. 

In addition, at the hearing on the Joint Stipulation on October 13, 2022, the ALJ heard
testimony from Mark Argenbright, OUSF Administrator, on behalf of the Stipulating Parties and
as summarized below. 

A. Summary of Testimony Provided by Mark Argenbright on October 13, 2022

Mark Argenbright provided testimony in support of the Joint Stipulation. Mr. Argenbright
testified that he was familiar with the Joint Stipulation and was one of the signatories. 
All parties signed the Joint Stipulation except Cox Oklahoma Telcom, LLC and the Attorney
General. However, while Cox and the Attorney General did not sign the Joint Stipulation, it was
his understanding that neither party opposes the Joint Stipulation and, further, that if the
Commission approves the Joint Stipulation, the exceptions filed by Atlas, the Attorney General, 
and CTIA would be withdrawn. 

The Stipulating Parties are requesting the Commission approve a $ 1.85 per connection
charge, and that this charge is supported by the evidence contained in the record of this Case. The

1.85 per connection charge was proposed in the supplemental testimony filed in June by Mr. Farzad
Khalili. Based on known obligations at the time of this hearing, the proposed per connection
charge of $1.85 is no longer expected to pay off the existing fund deficit by June 30, 2023. This is
because the calculations for dealing with the deficit were done in June with the expectation that
the new factor would be implemented around July 1, 2022. Because the OUSF has missed out on
the increased revenue that would have come from the implementation of the $1.85 factor in July, 
it will not be possible to clear the existing deficit in the current Fund Year. Despite the timing issue, 
a higher factor isnot being sought at this time, and the Administrator only requests the Commission
approve the $ 1.85 per connection charge. 

The Joint Stipulation contemplates implementation of the new connections- based factor as
quickly as possible with the hopes of an order being issued before October 31, 2022, resulting in
the first payments under the new factor being received on December 15, 2022. However, should
the Commission issue an order in November, the timing of implementation of the new factor
would shift where the first application of the $1.85 factor would be based on connections at the end
of November and the first payment of the $1.85 factor would be received on January 15, 2023. 
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The Joint Stipulation adopts the alternative reporting mechanism that was originally
proposed by Mr. Khalili and discussed during the hearing on the merits, as modified by Mr. 
Meredith’ s recommendations. Furthermore, the Joint Stipulation makes clear that the
Administrator is withdrawing the proposal to modify the over-under recovery procedure. The result
is that the existing rules that address over and under collection of the customer pass- through would
remain in place. Adopting the Joint Stipulation is appropriate in this case and is requesting that the
Commission approve the Joint Stipulation. 

The general terms and conditions of the Joint Stipulation include a non- severability
provision. 

III. FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Based upon the evidence and the applicable law, the Commission makes the following
findings of fact and conclusions of law: 

Jurisdiction and Notice

THE COMMISSION FINDS that it is vested with jurisdiction pursuant to Article IX, § 18, 
of the Oklahoma Constitution, 17 O.S. §§ 139.101 et seq., and 17 O.S. § 139.107(A). 

THE COMMISSION FURTHER FINDS that notice was proper and given as required by
law and the rules of the Commission. 17 O.S. § 139.107, OAC 165: 59-3-13. 

Procedural Issues

THE COMMISSION FURTHER FINDS that portions of the ALJ Report filed on August
19, 2022, are adopted and incorporated by reference herein to the extent consistent with the
provisions contained in the Joint Stipulation and this Order. Specifically, the following paragraphs
are not adopted: 

On page 22, under the section titled “ Connections- Based Methodology Should
Continue,” the first three paragraphs. 

On pages 23 and 24, under the section titled “ Resolution of Over and/or Under
Collection by Contributing Providers,” all four paragraphs. 

THE COMMISSION FURTHER FINDS that the ALJ’ s granting of the Administrator’ s
Motion to Allow Rebuttal Testimony to be heard during the July 12, 2022, hearing on the merits
as detailed in the August 19, 2022, ALJ Report was appropriate and should be approved. 

THE COMMISSION FURTHER FINDS that the ALJ’ s recommendation that the
Commission find good cause exists for the waiver of OAC 165:5-13-5(a)(2) and approval of the
Administrator’ s Motion to Allow Late Filing and Waiver of Commission Rule should be approved. 

THE COMMISSION FURTHER FINDS that based on the terms in the Joint Stipulation, 
the requested withdrawals of the respective exceptions filed by CTIA and Atlas should be granted. 
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THE COMMISSION FURTHER FINDS that pursuant to the Attorney General’ s
Combined Notice of Intention to Withdraw Exceptions Contingent Upon Approval of Unopposed
Stipulation and Recommendation for Continuance filed on October 3, 2022, the Attorney
General’ s withdrawal of his exceptions should be granted. 

THE COMMISSION FURTHER FINDS that the respective Motions for Oral Argument
filed by the Attorney General, CTIA, and Atlas were withdrawn. 

THE COMMISSION FURTHER FINDS that the Joint Stipulation is signed by the
Administrator of the OUSF, CTPG, CTIA, and Atlas; and that Cox Oklahoma Telcom, LLC and
the Attorney General did not sign the agreement, but do not oppose the approval of the Joint
Stipulation. 

THE COMMISSION FURTHER FINDS that the Motion to Approve Joint Stipulation and
Settlement Agreement should be granted, as modified herein. 

Authority Under the Oklahoma Telecommunications Act of 1997

THE COMMISSION FURTHER FINDS that the Oklahoma Telecommunications Act, as
amended, established a universal service policy for Oklahoma, requiring funds to be made
available and administered to “ promote and ensure the availability of primary universal services, 
at rates that are reasonable and affordable and Special Universal Services, and to provide for
reasonably comparable services at affordable rates in rural areas as in urban areas.” 17 O.S. § 
139. 106( B); and that the Commission is required to fund the OUSF consistent with the provisions
of the Oklahoma Telecommunications Act, as amended. 

THE COMMISSION FURTHER FINDS that the Commission has a statutory obligation
to fund the Oklahoma Lifeline Fund (“ OLF”) and the OUSF at a level sufficient to recover costs
of administration of the OUSF and OLF and to timely distribute payments for OUSF and OLF
requests for funding as provided for in the Oklahoma Telecommunications Act of 1997, as
amended. 

Contribution Amount

THE COMMISSION FURTHER FINDS that the calculated OUSF funding requirement of
82,486,417 was the amount required to meet the expected funding needs for Fund Year 2022- 

2023, to which the deficit balance of $20,467,852 should be added. This deficit balance is the
amount that was included in the Supplemental Testimony of Farzad Khalili, filed on June 17, 2022. 

THE COMMISSION FURTHER FINDS that based on the Supplemental Testimony of
Farzad Khalili, the assessment factor to meet that total funding requirement under the previous
revenue- based assessment methodology would be 20.98%. 

THE COMMISSION FURTHER FINDS that the charge per- connection of $ 1.85, as
proposed by the Administrator in the Supplemental Testimony and as recommended by the ALJ, 
should be adopted, effective immediately, and apply to contributions due on the fifteenth day of
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the second month following the month in which this Order is issued; and that this updated charge
per-connection should supersede any previously established charge. 

Alternative Reporting

THE COMMISSION FURTHER FINDS that paragraph numbers 17 through 21, pages 3
and 4, of the Joint Stipulation concerning alternative reporting should be adopted by the
Commission. 

Quarterly Reporting

THE COMMISSION FURTHER FINDS that the OUSF Administrator should provide
quarterly updates to the Commission showing current payment obligations, including the status of
any deficit balance, which the Commission recognizes may vary with the passage of time from
that reported in the testimony. The Commission may take any further action if or as warranted.   

IV. ORDER

THE COMMISSION THEREFORE ORDERS that the Attachment “ A” Joint Stipulation is
hereby approved in accordance with the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law. 

THE COMMISSION FURTHER ORDERS that the Oklahoma Universal Service Fund
assessment is hereby set at $1.85 per connection, until further Order of the Commission. Payments
of the revised assessment shall begin on January 15, 2023, based on the number of connections
provided by each Contributing Provider on November 30, 2022, and reported to the Administrator
by January 15, 2023. 

THE COMMISSION FURTHER ORDERS the Oklahoma Universal Service Fund
Administrator to provide quarterly updates to the Commission as set forth above. 

Signatures on subsequent page 7] 
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OKLAHOMA CORPORATION COMMISSION

DANA L. MURPHY, Chairman

BOB ANTHONY, Vice Chairman

J. TODD HIETT, Commissioner

CERTIFICATION

DONE AND PERFORMED by the Commissioners participating in the making of this
Order, as shown by their signatures above, this day of _____ 2022. 

SEAL] 

AMY L. CUMMINGS, Commission Secretary
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