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Training Request Form

Our LAP Training is CLEET-Approved for
two (2) hours of continuing education or
mental health. If your agency or
community is interested in strengthening
your response to intimate partner
violence, we would be happy to provide a
LAP training. Our team offers in-person
and virtual sessions tailored to law
enforcement, prosecutors, and service
providers. To request a training or learn
more, please fill out the form below—
we’re here to support your team in
implementing a proactive, coordinated
approach to victim safety.

Bring LAP Training to
Your Community
Partner with Us to Strengthen Your Response to IPV

NEWSLETTER

LETHALITY ASSESSMENT PROTOCOL PROGRAM

“Proactive, not reactive.” 

It’s the phrase on our training presentations, on
every flyer and brochure we distribute, and
something we say in nearly every conversation
we have about the Lethality Assessment Protocol
(LAP). But what exactly does “proactive, not
reactive” mean? 

The idea of being proactive rather than reactive
is incredibly common in policing. However, when
we talk about being proactive through the use of
LAP, there is a different perspective. 

LAP is an intimate partner homicide risk
assessment. One of our team members often
asks, would you rather spend 15 minutes asking a
few questions that could potentially lead to a
phone call, or hours on the scene of a homicide
later? 

That is the reality of this tool. 

LAP does not predict homicide. Rather, it is a
preventive intervention tool designed to identify
elevated risk and connect victims with resources
before violence becomes deadly. The
intervention is driven by two distinct
components: notification of risk and connection
to victim service providers. 

ISSUE 14 | SEPTEMBER 2026

Office of the Oklahoma Attorney General

Before It Becomes a Fatality:
The Power of Proactive Intervention

1

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZHgwmpg-CE-5CnKLYs8yxePm6fhd4vJIj4FZkC0nwLJUNVBRMURUSkw5QlpPUEtTVUpQU05IWEtLWi4u
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Notification of Risk 

The notification of risk gives victims an
opportunity to better understand the danger they
may be facing and to engage in safety planning if
they experience violence again. And statistically
speaking, they may face danger again. 

One of the hardest parts of this conversation is
understanding that victims may not leave simply
because they are experiencing a high level of
danger. In fact, leaving an abusive relationship
can be one of the most dangerous times for a
victim. It takes an average of seven times for a
victim to leave an abusive relationship. (Oregon
Health & Science University [OHSU], n.d.) 

That does not mean there is nothing that can be
done.

Safety planning allows a victim to better
understand their immediate safety needs, identify
who they can contact when they need help,
determine where they can go if they need to
escape, and begin preparing for the possibility
that they may decide to leave in the future. 

Victims who understand their risk and are
connected with a local victim service provider are
more likely to seek medical treatment following
an act of abuse. This connection is especially
important in cases involving strangulation, as
strangulation does not always leave visible
physical injuries.

Numbers to Know
Oklahoma has consistently ranked in the
Top 10 in women being murdered by
men in single victim/single offender
incidents since 1996. The most recent
state rankings ranked Oklahoma as 2nd
in the nation when analyzing 2020
homicide data.

Violence Policy Center. (2023). When men murder
women: A review of 25 years of female homicide
victimization in the United States. Retrieved from:
https://www.vpc.org/studies/wmmw2023.pdf

https://www.ohsu.edu/womens-health/domestic-violence-more-common-you-might-think#:~:text=It%20typically%20takes%207%20attempts,safest%20choice%20at%20that%20time.
https://www.ohsu.edu/womens-health/domestic-violence-more-common-you-might-think#:~:text=It%20typically%20takes%207%20attempts,safest%20choice%20at%20that%20time.
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https:*2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com*2FCL0*2Fhttps:*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https:*2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com*2FCL0*2Fhttps:*2F*2Fwww.vpc.org*2Fstudies*2Fwmmw2023.pdf*2F1*2F0101019a4a3e817d-fb269955-b0b3-48a1-905e-04842a733702-000000*2FUKgbcdC5p7mfEU1vTgAES_wTtn2lBuY4thCg059p2GQ=429__;JSUlJQ!!NZFi6Pppv9YRQw!vU_2i-px6pRhvDPSJHpte6SeCV98lRmSQajbfuobfgCmQrBGsGPHKClIq07i4ufzr34QpFGzOZN5cxh84jIDGF3z5te54T8*2524*2F1*2F0101019bdbecce78-9413f1e7-214e-4a61-ab0a-f5459dd013dc-000000*2FMLdDpnjcqvOSSfNKrf7Sj9KLtIwtxNVX1wVr8v2Hwvw=440__;JSUlJSUlJSoqKiolJSUl!!NZFi6Pppv9YRQw!vBYOk0baVmZ2oR89oLwNJcsZDUyX579T4fogWpw64hqMFJnvZ5Pnk5y8h1YLeXFEM8D0kT-CEuRPmkMqjRAnjqZLwemYtCY*2524/1/0101019c1ee03512-07718f58-7c7b-4524-aeab-2eeaebe0e91a-000000/vIHBrwZ-3GoHvCIFUGD6tSRhuoy_15_1QdH7fHJmZ60=442__;JSUlJSUlJSoqKioqKioqKioqKioqKiUlJSU!!NZFi6Pppv9YRQw!pZkewFOFtXAYMiDpSvGNjp0sVFONA3MP-NJKjvwnWi_dVkLwMrjaDp3elEQDirpUNgyUyBs3mq9CRLQ27BXAt4PQh5B6crE$
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Victims may also be more likely to take additional
steps to increase their safety, such as removing or
securing their partner’s weapons, obtaining a
victim protective order, or developing a plan for
where they can go if they need to leave quickly. 

That is proactive. 

The notification of risk creates an opportunity for
action before the next crisis occurs. As Dr.
Campbell, the leading researcher on intimate
partner violence (IPV) risk assessments and LAP,
has emphasized, “All of the systems that interact
with battered women—healthcare, criminal
justice, and social service—need to keep in mind
the ‘duty to protect’ as well as the duties to warn.”

Connection to a Victim Service Provider 

The connection to a victim service provider is
another critical reason LAP works. 

This connection shows victims that there is more
available to them than the complex criminal
justice system directly in front of them. There are
tribal and non-tribal community-based
organizations and trained professionals who can
provide support, resources, advocacy, and safety
planning. 

We also have to recognize that this connection
may not happen flawlessly every single time. But
regardless, the victim is being given information
about available victim services and an
opportunity to access those services when they
are ready or when they need them. 
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Research has shown that “women benefit the
most when the criminal justice system and
nonprofit and community-based agencies
collaborate and coordinate their efforts.” (NIJ) 

That is exactly what this connection represents:
the criminal justice system and community-
based agencies working together toward a
shared goal – victim safety.  

LAP creates an opportunity to interrupt the cycle
of violence before it becomes deadly. That is what
it means to be proactive. 

In Summary

Being “proactive, not reactive” means so much
more than we may realize. There is tremendous
opportunity packed into those three simple
words. 

There is an opportunity to notify victims of their
risk. 

There is an opportunity to connect victims with a
victim service provider. 

There is an opportunity to create a safety plan
before the next crisis occurs. 

And when those opportunities are applied
correctly, they can save lives. 

That is why it is so important that we remain
proactive, not reactive, when responding to
intimate partner violence. 

https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/victim-satisfaction-criminal-justice-system
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The Lethality Assessment Protocol represents one of our most critical
tools in protecting vulnerable Oklahomans. This partnership
between law enforcement and victim advocates isn’t just procedure
- it is a lifeline that saves lives.”

GENTNER DRUMMOND
Oklahoma Attorney General

Scott Hawkins
Lead Lethality Assessment Program Coordinator
Former Lieutenant/Sheriff’s Office of 22 Years
Scott.Hawkins@oag.ok.gov

David Folkert
Lethality Assessment Program Coordinator
Former Police Detective of 10 Years
David.Folkert@oag.ok.gov

Jaiden Balthrop-Russell 
Lethality Assessment Program Coordinator
Former Violence Against Women Act Grant Specialist
jaiden.balthrop@oag.ok.gov

Contact Information
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