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Permit to Practice: A Quick FAQ
The Oklahoma Accountancy Board is seeing an increase in those falling out of compliance with permit 
requirements. As such, we thought it might be helpful to have a refresher on permits to practice. 

What is a permit?
Permits are required under Section 15.14A of the Oklahoma Accountancy Act. This allows a CPA to hold 
out and offer accounting services to the public. 

Who must hold a permit to practice?
If a CPA is performing public accounting and holding out as a CPA, they must have a permit. Public 
accounting includes audits, reviews, compilations, keeping books, preparing trial balances, taxes, 
financial or investment plans, or providing management advisory services. It is much broader than 
providing attest services. 

Do you have to hold a permit to practice to use your designation and work in government, 
academia, or industry?
If you are not offering your services to the general public and are only using your designation in relation 
to work done for an employer which is not a public accounting firm, you do not need a permit. 

I work for a public accounting firm. Do I need a permit as an individual CPA?
Yes, if you work for a public accounting firm, you must have a permit to practice as an individual CPA. 

What are the requirements to obtain an initial permit to practice?
You must be able to show that you have completed at least 40 hours of CPE within the last calendar year 
or within the last 365 days. You must also have passed the AICPA Comprehensive Ethics Examination 
with a score of at least 90%.

I am a CPA that just moved into public practice, but I have not yet earned the 40 hours of CPE 
required to get a permit to practice. What should I do?
You may apply for a 60-day transition period which, if approved, would allow you to practice for 60 
days while you earn the CPE required to obtain the permit.

My permit lapsed. How do I renew it?
As with the initial permit, you must show you have completed at least 40 hours of CPE in the last 
calendar year or within the last 365 days preceding the application. You 
must also complete the AICPA Comprehensive Ethics Examination with 
a score of at least 90% if you have not already done so previously.

I have already taken and passed the AICPA Ethics 
Examination. Do I need to take it again?
If you have already taken and passed the AICPA Ethics 
Examination with a score of at least 90%, you do not 
need to retake the exam. This is dependent on the OAB 
having proof of previous passage. 

https://oklahoma.gov/oab.html
http://www.nasba.org
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AICPA Comprehensive Ethics Exam: 
Don’t Accidently Send the Wrong Document 

Recently, the AICPA updated their website and the AICPA Comprehensive Ethics Examination. This has caused confusion among some CPAs 
and candidates who need to take the AICPA Comprehensive Ethics Examination. To send the OAB proof of successful completion with a grade 
of 90% or above, we must receive the certificate versus the exam results page. The exam results page does not show the score received. It 
only shows that the exam was passed. As there is one version of the exam which allows for passage at 70% versus 90%, it is important that we 
are able to verify your score. Below is a comparison of what NOT to send versus what needs to be sent to the OAB to verify completion. 

Upcoming Board 
Meeting

The next Board meeting is 
February 21st at 10:00 AM in 
the Oklahoma Accountancy 

Board boardroom 
at 201 NW 63rd, Ste 210, 

Oklahoma City, OK 73116. 

These meetings are open to 
the public. If you wish to speak, 

you must notify the Executive 
Director 

before the meeting of the 
desire to speak and the topic to 

be addressed.
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For Our Candidates
Update: Changes to Prometric Rescheduling/Cancellation Fees

Effective January 1, 2025, Prometric updated their rescheduling and cancellation fees. The table below shows the fees which must be paid to 
Prometric if you cancel or reschedule your appointment during that time frame. 

Number of Days Before Appointment Fee To Be Paid

More than 60 Days $0.00

Between 31 Days and 60 Days $30.00

Between 5 Days and 30 Days $60.00

24 hours to 5 Days $90.88

Less than 24 Hours Unable to Reschedule or Cancel. 

Question Corner:
Common Questions We Receive from Applicants 
and Candidates

Is there a list of all qualified courses by name/code to ensure correct courses 
are being taken to qualify to sit for the CPA Exam?
We do not keep a list of approved courses. If there is particular course which you 
would like us to review, you are welcome to contact us.

What colleges and universities will the Oklahoma Accountancy Board accept?
According to the Oklahoma Accountancy Act and OAB rules, the Board will accept 
courses from any accredited college or university. If you are concerned about your 
university of choice, please feel free to give us a call. 

I am a candidate. Do I need to notify the OAB of changes in employment?
No, the requirement to notify the OAB of changes in employment only applies after 
licensure. 
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