
Commission Meeting
April 9, 2026 10:00 AM
OK State Capitol, Rm. G-3



Call to Order

 
Open Meeting Act Compliance

Introductions & Announcements



Announcements, consideration, 
discussion, and possible action on the 
disqualification or recusal of any 
Commissioner or Commissioners 
pursuant to Ethics Rule 1.6

Consideration, discussion, and possible 
action on minutes for the regular 
meeting and executive session held 
March 12, 2026



Introduction and explanation of a 
rulemaking request by Representative 

Jay Steagall regarding the 
contribution and expenditure 

threshold limit. 



Contribution & Expenditure threshold limit – Rep. Steagall 

Proposal: Lower the baseline amount of funds a 
Candidate Committee may accept or expend from $1,000 
to $400 before said Candidate Committee must file a 
Statement of Organization with the Ethics Commission. 



Consideration and discussion of 
potential gaps in current disclosure 

requirements for political 
advertisements and mailers, including 

whether to direct staff to further 
study or develop proposed rule 

amendments.
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Rule 2.2(11) “Independent expenditure” means an expenditure made by a person for a 
communication expressly advocating the election or defeat of a clearly identified 
candidate or a vote for or against the retention of a judicial retention candidate that is 
not made in coordination with, cooperation with, consultation with, or concert with, or at 
the request or suggestion of, a candidate, a candidate committee, or their agents, or a 
political party committee or its agents. An independent expenditure shall not include 
the display of a noncommercial yard sign, lapel pin, button, bumper sticker or similar de 
minimis display of support or opposition to a political party or a candidate;

Rule 2.2 (7)“Electioneering communication” means any communication or series of 
communications that is sent by Internet advertising, direct mail, broadcast by radio, 
television, cable or satellite, or appears in a newspaper or magazine that (a) refers to a 
clearly identified candidate for state office, (b) is made within sixty (60) days before a 
general election (including a special general election) or thirty (30) days before a primary 
or runoff primary election (including a special primary or runoff primary election) for the 
office sought by the candidate, (c) that is targeted to the relevant electorate and (d) does 
not explicitly advocate the election or defeat of any candidate. “Relevant electorate” shall 
mean twenty-five thousand (25,000) or more persons in the State of Oklahoma in the 
case of a candidate for statewide elective office, two thousand five hundred (2,500) or 
more persons in the district the candidate seeks to represent in the case of a candidate 
for the Oklahoma State House of Representatives or judge of the District Court, and five 
thousand (5,000) or more persons in the district the candidate seeks to represent in the 
case of all other elective state offices;
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Rule 2.53. Political Party Electronic Advertisement Disclosure Requirements. 
Whenever a political party committee makes an expenditure for the purpose of a communication 
through any Internet advertising, or video, radio, television, cable or satellite broadcast, the 
communication shall state, either orally or in writing of sufficient size and contrast to be clearly 
readable by the recipient of the communication: “Authorized and paid for by NAME OF POLITICAL 
PARTY COMMITTEE”.

Rule 2.54. Political Party Printed Advertisement Disclosure Requirements. 
Whenever a political party committee makes an expenditure for the purpose of a communication 
through Internet advertising, direct mail, magazine advertisement, newspaper advertisement or 
any other printed medium, the communication shall state in writing of sufficient size and contrast 
to be clearly readable by the recipient of the communication: “Authorized and paid for by NAME 
OF POLITICAL PARTY COMMITTEE”. This provision shall not apply to bumper stickers, campaign 
buttons, t-shirts, aerial advertising or similar advertisements of such a nature that inclusion of a 
disclaimer would be impractical. 

Rule 2.56. Candidate Committee Printed Advertisements Disclosure Requirements.
Whenever a candidate committee makes an expenditure for the purpose of a communication 
through Internet advertising, or direct mail, magazine advertisement, newspaper advertisement or 
any other printed medium, the communication shall state in writing of sufficient size and contrast 
to be clearly readable by the recipient of the communication: “Authorized and paid for by NAME 
OF COMMITTEE”. Provided that for campaign signs, banners and other campaign materials 
capable of re-use, the name of the committee for purposes of this Rule is the name of the 
committee as registered with the Ethics Commission but is not required to include the year of the 
election for which the committee is formed. This provision shall not apply to bumper stickers, 
campaign buttons, t-shirts, aerial advertising or similar advertisements of such a nature that 
inclusion of a disclaimer would be impractical.
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Rule 2.58. Independent Expenditure, Electioneering Communication, and State 
Question Communication Printed Advertisement Disclosure Requirements.
A. Whenever an independent expenditure or electioneering communication is made for 
the purpose of a communication through Internet advertising, direct mail, magazine 
advertisement, newspaper advertisement or any other printed medium, the 
communication shall state in writing of sufficient size and contrast to be clearly readable 
by the recipient of the communication: “Not authorized by any candidate or candidate 
committee. Authorized and paid for by” to be followed by the name of the person who 
paid for the communication, the person’s permanent street address and telephone 
number. This provision shall not apply to bumper stickers, campaign buttons, t-shirts, 
aerial advertising or similar advertisements of such a nature that inclusion of a disclaimer 
would be impractical.
B. Whenever a state question communication is made for the purpose of a 
communication through Internet advertising, direct mail, magazine advertisement, 
newspaper advertisement or any other printed medium, the communication shall state in 
writing of sufficient size and contrast to be clearly readable by the recipient of the 
communication: “Authorized and paid for by” to be followed by the name of the person 
who paid for the communication, the person’s permanent street address and telephone 
number. This provision shall not apply to bumper stickers, campaign buttons, t-shirts, 
aerial advertising or similar advertisements of such a nature that inclusion of a disclaimer 
would be impractical.



Consideration, discussion, and 
possible action on a proposed 

Commission Comment regarding 
mileage reimbursement reporting 

requirements pursuant to Ethics Rules 
2.43 and 2.106. 



Proposed Commission Comment regarding mileage reimbursement 
reporting requirements pursuant to Ethics Rules 2.43 and 2.106. 

Rule 2.43. Candidate Committee Expenditures. 
Contributions to a candidate committee may be used 
to make expenditures for ordinary and necessary 
campaign expenses[.] Expenditures made to 
reimburse a candidate for personal expenditures 
made on behalf of the candidate committee must be 
made within ninety (90) days of the original 
expenditure and must be reported in detail as 
required by Rule 2.106. ​



Proposed Commission Comment regarding mileage reimbursement 
reporting requirements pursuant to Ethics Rules 2.43 and 2.106. 

Rule 2.106. Report Requirements for Candidate Committee.

 ​A Report of Contributions and Expenditures by a candidate 
committee shall include, but not be limited to, the following 
information: ​
B. (6) the name and address of any person or entity to whom 
an expenditure of more than Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) 
in the aggregate was made during the time period covered 
by the report, a description of the goods or services 
purchased with the expenditure, and the aggregate total of 
all expenditures made to the person or entity, provided 
however: ​
(e) All expenditures made to reimburse a candidate for 
personal expenditures made on behalf of the committee shall 
be itemized in detail, regardless of their value. 



Proposed Commission Comment regarding mileage reimbursement 
reporting requirements pursuant to Ethics Rules 2.43 and 2.106. 

Proposed Commission Comment:
If a privately-owned vehicle is used for campaign or officeholder purposes, a 
candidate committee may issue a reimbursement for mileage at the rate 
authorized by the State Travel Reimbursement Act or less, but only if the expense 
is not reimbursed from any other source, and reimbursement must occur within 
90 days of the original expenditure for which reimbursement is claimed.​

The expenditure should be entered as of the date the check was written to the 
candidate and include sufficient details to identify that the cost was related to the 
campaign or duties of office, including the date, total number of miles traveled, 
and the reimbursement rate used. 

For example - “Mileage Reimbursement 1st Quarter 2026” is insufficient. “Mileage 
Reimb. to/from Fundraising Event at Metro Library, 28 miles @ $.72/mi.” does 
provide sufficient details. 



Executive Director’s Report



Budget   As of April 2, 2026

- General Appropriations

- Revolving Fund – Specifically for IT/Tech Related Expenses 

- Political Subdivisions

- Revolving Fund

- Guardian Replacement Fund



Budget   As of April 2, 2026

General Operations



Budget   As of April 2, 2026

IS Services



Legislative Update

ERA 2025-06  Modification of Ethics Rule 5.3 : Adding provision for Lobbyist disclosure of 
“Countries of Particular Concern”

Annual Registration for Legislative Liaison and Legislative Lobbyist is amended to read as follows:

“…Information on the registration shall include the legislative liaison or legislative lobbyist’s 
name, business address, including electronic mail address and business telephone numbers, 
the name and address of each lobbyist principal by whom the liaison or lobbyist is employed or 
retained including disclosure of whether each lobbyist principal is a government, political 
party, individual or entity organized in or with its principal place of business located in a 
country of particular concern as identified by the US Department of State, and the date of the 
registration.”

SB 2180 (Daniels) Creates Foreign Agent Political Activity 
Oversight Act which requires Foreign Country Agent to register 
with the Secretary of State



Compliance Update
THE GUARDIAN SYSTEM REGISTRANTS 

Active Filers as of April 2, 2026
Upcoming Reporting Schedules 

Candidates & Non-Candidate Committees

Lobbyist/Liaison

2025 Lobbyist/Liaison January Report (Due 3/5/26)
97% Filed by Deadline



Compliance Update

* Assigned numbers do not include Political Subdivision Compliance Officer assignments.



Compliance Update
Personal Financial Disclosures: Due May 15, 2026

As of 4/7/26, almost 45% of those required to file have already filed their PFDs.

Of those required to file from the Governor’s appointees and Cabinet 
members, roughly 30% have filed.

 We will send reminder emails on 4/15, then weekly 
reminders until the first of May.  

 Compliance officers will also call those who have not yet filed 
once we are within 2 weeks of the final deadline.  

 Partnerships with Legislative and Executive leadership 
worked well last year to reach appointees, and Cabinet, 
House and Senate members, so we will again ask for 
assistance from those channels.  



Compliance Update
Filing Day Engagement & Support Highlights

High-Touch Candidate Support at Filing
• 500 candidate interactions at the Ethics 

Commission table during filing days 
 311 filers already registered in Guardian: 

reflects strong pre-filing readiness
 189 filers assisted with new registrations

direct, real-time onboarding support

Broad Reach Across Filing Population
• Of approximately 566 state-level candidates 

(excluding federal filers), an estimated: 
• ~90% engagement rate with the Ethics 

Commission during filing days
• Only a small subset (~60 candidates) did not connect 

directly, often due to: 
• Multiple committees/sign-in variations
• Timing or logistical factors



Compliance Update
Filing Day Engagement & Support Highlights

Strong Participation in Candidate Training
• Conducted 3 days of live training sessions during filing week, reaching at least 75 

participants – 40% of new filers participated
 Attendance remained consistent across multiple days, demonstrating ongoing demand for 

compliance education
 Time-of-day tracking positions us to optimize scheduling and expand access in future cycles



Compliance Update
Filing Day Engagement & Support Highlights

What This Means
• Demonstrates a strong culture of 

compliance and willingness to engage

• Confirms the value of in-person, real-time 
support during high-stakes filing periods

• Highlights the Commission’s role in 
reducing barriers and improving 
accuracy at the front end

• Provides actionable data to refine training 
timing and outreach strategy



Political 
Subdivision 
Integration
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Interim Solution

              

The Guardian 
Political Subdivisions 

localcampaignfilings.ok.gov



Political Subdivision Integration
Outreach to all County, Municipal, School Board/Tech Center Candidates and Officeholders 



Federal Digital Accessibility Deadline 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

Accessibility Requirements
Final Rule under ADA Title II, requiring state and local governments to make websites and 
applications accessible by April 24, 2026

Scope: Covers websites, web/mobile apps, PDFs, videos, audio recordings, all digital 
content, including social media posts, and academic course content.

• Also Includes Guardian: Embedded third-party tools & vendor-supported services
Exemptions: Archived web content created before April 24, 2026, if maintained for 
reference only and not updated, may be exempt.
Common Accessibility Requirements. To comply, entities must ensure:

• Keyboard Navigation: Sites must be usable without a mouse.
• Text Alternatives (Alt Text): Descriptions for images, charts, and maps.
• Captions: For all video content.
• Color Contrast: Sufficient contrast for visually impaired users.
• Screen Reader Compatibility: Content must be compatible with assistive 

technology.

https://www.ada.gov/resources/2024-03-08-web-rule/


Executive Session

Commission Meeting
April 9, 2026, 10:00 AM
OK State Capitol, Rm. G-3



Returning Soon From 
Executive Session

Commission Meeting
April 9, 2026, 10:00 AM
OK State Capitol, Rm. G-3



Commission Meeting
April 9, 2026, 10:00 AM
OK State Capitol, Rm. G-3



Possible Action Following 
Executive Session



Case No. CJ-2026-558, 
State of Oklahoma ex rel. 

Oklahoma Ethics Commission v.
RFD & Associates, Inc., Oklahoma 

County District Court.



Case No. 2024-29, 
alleging violations of Campaign 

Finance Rule 2.



C-26-05 



C-26-06



C-26-07



C-26-09



No Action On:

Case No. CJ-2026-558 

C-26-06 



New Business

 
Adjournment



2026 Regularly scheduled Ethics Commission Meetings
Start Time: 10:00am   Location: Oklahoma State Capitol, Rm. G-3

Thursday, January 15, 2026      
Thursday, February 12, 2026     
Thursday, March 12, 2026     
Thursday, April 9, 2026     
Thursday, May 14, 2026     
Thursday, June 11, 2026 

Thursday, July 9, 2026     
Thursday, August 13, 2026     
Thursday, September 10, 2026     
Thursday, October 8, 2026     
Thursday, November 12, 2026     
Thursday, December 3, 2026 

Next Regularly Scheduled 
Commission Meeting
May 14, 2025 @10:00 a.m.
OK State Capitol, Rm. G-3
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