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Deneka Turney Cain is the Advocate General for the Oklahoma Department of Mental 

Health and Substance Abuse Services.  Ms. Cain graduated from the University of 

Oklahoma College of Law in 2000. During her tenure at the ODMHSAS, Ms. Cain has 

drafted multiple legislative bills amending Oklahoma mental health law and authored the 

Children’s Emergency Detention Manual.  She currently represents the Department on 

various legislative work groups dealing with confidentiality and children. Additionally, 

she has contributed to the Department’s Emergency Detention and Confidentiality 

manuals. As Advocate General, Ms. Cain ensures that consumers’ rights are protected 

by providing training to various groups, such as Oklahoma law enforcement officers and 

behavioral health professionals regarding Oklahoma mental health law, confidentiality, 

and ethics from a consumer-centered perspective.  

 


