CHAPTER 20. CANDIDATE FILING
SUBCHAPTER 3. FILING FOR STATE AND COUNTY OFFICE
PART 1. WHEN AND WHERE TO FILE

230:20-3-2. Candidates filing with Secretary of State Election Board [REVOKED)]
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230:20-3-3. Candidates filing with Secretary of County Election Board
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PART 3. QUALIFICATIONS FOR COUNTY OFFICE

230:20-3-9. Candidate swears oath [REVOKED)]
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230:20-3-10. Qualifications for all county offices  REVOKED]
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230:20-3-11. Persons not eligible to be candidates [REVOKED]
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230:20-3-12. Additional quali
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fications for party primaries [REVOKED)]
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230:20-3-13. Additional qualifications for Independent candidates [REVOKED]
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230:20-3-14. Exception to qualifications for party primary [REVOKED]
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230:20-3-15. Additional qualifications for County Commissioner [REVOKED]
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PART 5. TERMS OF COUNTY OFFICES

230:20-3-23. Four-year terms

All County Officers serve four-year terms. In 1996, and every four years thereafter, the
following officers will be elected: Court Clerk, County Clerk, County Sheriff and the County
Commissioner for District Two. In 1994, and every four years thereafter, the following officers
will be elected: County Assessor, County Treasurer and County Commissioners for District One
and for District Three. Beginning in 2014, one County Free Fair Association Board of Directors
member from each County Commissioner District will be elected to four-year terms. Beginning
in 2016, one County Free Fair Association Board of Directors member from each County
Commissioner District will be elected to four-year terms.

230:20-3-25. Beginning dates of terms
The term of the County Treasurer begins on the first Monday in July following his or her
election. The terms of all other County Officers begin on the first business day in January



following their election. The terms of County Free Fair Board of Directors members begin on
January 1 of the year following their election.

PART 7. PROCEDURE FOR FILING

230:20-3-30. Necessary form

Candidates for county office must file a Declaration of Candidacy form._Declaration of
Candidacy forms are available on the State Election Board website — www.elections.ok.gov. The
form may be filled out online but must be downloaded and printed and must be signed personally
by the candidate in the presence of a Notary Public or other person authorized by law to
administer oaths.

230:20-3-31. Service to potential candidates

The Secretary shatt-may furnish the following forms-items to any potential candidate who
inquires about filing:

(1) Two Declaration of Candidacy forms.

(2) A copy of Instructions for Filing.

230:20-3-32. Declarations may be mailed or delivered in person

Declarations of Candidacy may be mailed or delivered in person by the candidate or by an
agent for the candidate. Declarations of Candidacy cannot be accepted by electronic mail or by
fax. No filing can be accepted until the filing period opens. [26:5-110] No filing can be
accepted unless it is in the hands of the Secretary by 5 p.m. on the last day of the filing period.
[26:5-110] This applies even if a Declaration is mailed earlier, but is not received by the
Secretary until after the 5 p.m. deadline. The Secretary should check his post office box shortly
before 5 p.m. on the last day of the filing period. Each candidate who arrives to file by 5 p.m. on
the last day of the filing period is entitled to file. Any candidate who arrives after that time is not
entitled to file.

230:20-3-33. Filing fees and petitions
A Declaration of Candidacy must be accompanied by one of the following:
(1) A cashier's check or certified check in the amount of $200. [26:5-112] Cashier's checks
shall include money orders issued by banks or savings-andtoanassoctations credit unions.
(2) A petition supporting the candidate's Declaration signed by four percent (4%) of the
registered voters eligible to vote for the candidate in the first election that the candidate's
name could appear on the ballot. [26:5-112] For candidates seeking political party
nomination, the first election wherein the candidate's name could appear on the ballot is the
party Primary Election. For Independent candidates, the first election wherein the candidate's
name could appear on the ballot is the General Election. To calculate the number of
signatures required, the following examples are offered:



(A) A Democratic candidate for County Clerk would need four percent of the registered
Democrats in the county.

(B) A Republican candidate for County Commissioner would needfour percent of the
registered Republicans in the County Commissioner district.

(C) An Independent candidate for any county office would needfour percent of all
registered voters in the county (or County Commissioner district).

230:20-3-34. Personal checks, cash, money orders not acceptable
Personal checks, cash and money orders other than money orders issued by banks or savings
andHoanassoctations credit unions are not acceptable as filing fees.

230:20-3-36. Candidate's signature [REVOKED]
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230:20-3-37. Checking Declarations
(a) The Secretary shall scrutinize all information on the Declaration of Candidacy form. The
Secretary is advised to read each line of the Declaration aloud to the candidate and to spell out
the candidate's name. Specifically, the Secretary shall confirm the following facts regarding the
Declaration:
(1) The candidate's signature is notarized or witnessed by an appropriate authority. Check to
see that both the Notary Public's signature and an impression of the Notary’s seal are present
on the Declaration of Candidacy form.
(2) The supporting petition bears the required number of signatures or more, or the
accompanying cashier's check or certified check is in the proper amount and form. See
230:20-3-33.
(3) The name of the candidate as it appears on the first line of the Declaration of Candidacy
conforms identically to the signature of the candidate at the bottom of the form.
(4) The office sought is complete, including district number if required.
(5) The address of residence listed is within the county (or district) of the office sought.
(6) The mailing address is complete, including zip code.
(7) The telephone number, if provided, is accurate.
(8) The e-mail address, if provided, is accurate.
(9) The website address, if provided, is accurate.
t7-(10) The box for party candidate, Independent, or Judicial is checked. If the party
candidate box is checked, then the name of the political party is written in immediately
thereafter. (Judicial candidates file their Declarations of Candidacy only with the Secretary
of the State Election Board.)
(8) (11) The precinct and county blanks are completed.




t99-(12) The date of birth blank is completed.
(b) The Secretary has no authority to reject the filing of any candidate unless the Declaration
shows on its face that the candidate does not meet the qualifications to become a candidate for
the office as contained in the Oklahoma Constitution, statutes, or the resolution calling the
election, or in the case of a home rule charter city, in the charter. [26:5-117] If there are errors
on the Declaration, the Secretary shall point out such errors to the candidate. For example, one
common error is to indicate the current year in the date of birth instead of the actual year of birth.
The candidate then shall correct the errors and sign his initials beside the correction. Only the
candidate may make corrections on a Declaration of Candidacy.
(c) If the Declaration of Candidacy was received by mail or was delivered by someone other than
the candidate, the Secretary shall indicate on the form that it was not received in person from the
candidate by noting the letters "NIP" for "not in person" on the upper right corner.

230:20-3-41. Oklahoma Ethics Commission [REVOKED]
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230:20-3-42. Retention of Declarations
Declarations of Candidacy shall be retained permanently.

230:20-3-43. Unopposed candidates [ REVOKED]
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PART 9. WITHDRAWALS OF CANDIDATES

230:20-3-47. Withdrawal after filing period [REVOKED]




230:20-3-48. Filing fee forfeited upon withdrawal
Any candidate who withdraws his candidacy forfeits his filing fee.

230:20-3-49. Becoming a candidate again
If a candidate withdraws, in order to become a candidate again, he must file a new
Declaration of Candidacy and another filing fee before the filing period ends.
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230:20-3-50. Withdrawals from Runoff Primary [REVOKED]

230:20-3-51. Withdrawals from General Election [REVOKED]
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PART 11. FILING REPORTS TO STATE ELECTION BOARD

230:20-3-56. Filing reports to State Election Board [REVOKED)]
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PART 15. RUNOFF PRIMARY ELECTION



230:20-3-70. Determining candidates for a Runoff Primary Election [REVOKED]
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SUBCHAPTER 5. CONTESTS OF CANDIDACY

230:20-5-1. Who may file contest; "petitioner" and "contestee'" defined [REVOKED]
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230:20-5-2. Time for filing contest REVOKED)]

230:20-5-3.

230:20-5-4. Deposit required [REVOKED]
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230:20-5-5. Date for hearing contest [ REVOKED]
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230:20-5-10. Contestee may answer [REVOKED]
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230:20-5-11. Burden of proof on petitioner [REVOKED]




230:20-5-13. When contestee pays cost [ REVOKED]
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230:20-5-15. Filing fee forfeited when candidacy is stricken [REVOKED]
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om decision of the Board [REVOKED]

230:20-5-17. Open Meeting Act applies [REVOKED]

Ot O DOAara 11




	CHAPTER 20. CANDIDATE FILING
	SUBCHAPTER 3.  FILING FOR STATE AND COUNTY OFFICE
	PART 1.  WHEN AND WHERE TO FILE
	230:20-3-1.  Filing period
	230:20-3-2.  Candidates filing with Secretary of State Election Board
	230:20-3-3.  Candidates filing with Secretary of County Election Board

	PART 3.  QUALIFICATIONS FOR COUNTY OFFICE
	230:20-3-9.  Candidate swears oath
	230:20-3-10.  Qualifications for all county offices
	230:20-3-11.  Persons not eligible to be candidates
	230:20-3-12.  Additional qualifications for party primaries
	230:20-3-13.  Additional qualifications for Independent candidates
	230:20-3-14.  Exception to qualifications for party primary
	230:20-3-15.  Additional qualifications for County Commissioner
	230:20-3-17.  Additional qualifications for County Sheriff

	PART 5.  TERMS OF COUNTY OFFICES
	230:20-3-23.  Four-year terms
	230:20-3-25.  Beginning dates of terms

	PART 7.  PROCEDURE FOR FILING
	230:20-3-30.  Necessary form
	230:20-3-31.  Service to potential candidates
	230:20-3-32.  Declarations may be mailed or delivered in person
	230:20-3-33.  Filing fees and petitions
	230:20-3-34.  Personal checks, cash, money orders not acceptable
	230:20-3-36.  Candidate's signature
	230:20-3-41.  Oklahoma Ethics Commission
	230:20-3-42.  Retention of Declarations
	230:20-3-43.  Unopposed candidates

	PART 9.  WITHDRAWALS OF CANDIDATES
	230:20-3-47.  Withdrawal after filing period
	230:20-3-48.  Filing fee forfeited upon withdrawal
	230:20-3-49.  Becoming a candidate again
	230:20-3-50.  Withdrawals from Runoff Primary
	230:20-3-51.  Withdrawals from General Election

	PART 11.  FILING REPORTS TO STATE ELECTION BOARD
	230:20-3-56.  Filing reports to State Election Board

	PART 15.  RUNOFF PRIMARY ELECTION
	230:20-3-70.  Determining candidates for a Runoff Primary Election


	SUBCHAPTER 5.  CONTESTS OF CANDIDACY
	230:20-5-1.  Who may file contest; "petitioner" and "contestee" defined
	230:20-5-2.  Time for filing contest
	230:20-5-3.  Grounds for contest
	230:20-5-4.  Deposit required
	230:20-5-5.  Date for hearing contest
	230:20-5-8.  Striking a candidacy
	230:20-5-9.  Declaration may be amended
	230:20-5-10.  Contestee may answer
	230:20-5-11.  Burden of proof on petitioner
	230:20-5-12.  Disposition of deposit
	230:20-5-13.  When contestee pays cost
	230:20-5-14.  When petitioner pays cost
	230:20-5-15.  Filing fee forfeited when candidacy is stricken
	230:20-5-16.  Appeals from decision of the Board
	230:20-5-17.  Open Meeting Act applies




