Teachers-as-Advisors Program

Counselors have many responsibilities

within the school. Trying to reach all the

students in one year is difficult for large

and small school districts. The purpose of this program is to provide a relationship of caring and understanding between at least one adult and every student. This adult assists students in planning and preparing for the future with parent involvement.

Why Have a Teachers-as-Advisors

Program?

· Provides opportunity for shared responsibility for career and academic development by including parents, students, teachers, and counselors.

· Encourages students to set career/educational goals and construct a plan to meet those goals.

· Ensures consistent curriculum exposure to all students.

· Organizes career development into a manageable time frame and team effort.

Basic Steps to Implement Program

· Receive buy-in from administrators, counselors, and teachers.

· Visit a Teachers-as-Advisors program.

· Provide a person to oversee program.

· Involve a committee to assist in planning.

· Set advisor periods. (How much time each month for advisors and students to meet?)

· Determine advisor groups. (Could divide students by grade level or cluster interest.)

· Set date for parent/student/advisor conference.

· Place dates on school calendar.

Suggested Scheduling to Implement

Teachers-as-Advisors Program

· Start with one grade level (i.e., eighth grade) and Senior Seminar, add another grade level each year.

· Start with all grades including Senior Seminar.

Senior Seminar

Involves all 12th graders in an assembly

setting. The following are suggested

speaker/topics to cover.

Suggested Speakers

Military 

Career Tech 

Past Graduates 

Business/Industry

Representatives from Two- and Four-Year Degree Programs

Suggested Topics

Calendar of Important Dates and

Deadlines

Preparing for a Job:

Interviewing Tips

Dress/Grooming

Filling Out Applications

Resumés

Cover Letters

Time Management

Decision Making:

Money Management

How to Protect Yourself

Turning 18 — Rights and

Responsibilities

Source: Career Activity File, November 1999, Oklahoma Department of CareerTech.  Can be found online at: http://www.okcareertech.org/cac/Pages/resources_products/Free_lowcost.htm.  Click on “Career Activity File.”

